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Women's Ordination Conference
PO Box 15057
Washington, DC 20003

July 30, 2025
To His Holiness, Pope Leo XIV,

We send you warm greetings as your sisters in Christ in the spirit of the recent feast of St.
Mary Magdalene, Apostle to the Apostles. As faithful Catholics, we watched your election

and the start of your papacy with great joy and hope, buoyed by your words of peace and
bridge-building.

We write to you from the Women'’s Ordination Conference (WOC), the oldest and largest
organization advocating for the ordination of women as deacons, priests, and bishops in the
Roman Catholic Church. We know you are a person of deep listening and discernment, and
we hope and pray that you read this letter, and the attached messages, with those qualities
at the forefront.

The feast of St. Mary Magdalene is significant to all faithful Catholics, including and
especially to those of us in the movement to open ordination to women in the church. She
is, as St. Thomas Aquinas wrote, the “Apostle to the Apostles,” the first to witness the risen
Christ and the first to preach the Good News of the Resurrection. Beyond that, she was a
trusted friend and follower of Jesus, a figure important enough to be recorded in all four
Gospels by name.

We at WOC walk in her lineage and the lineage of all of the women disciples and saints who
ministered from the first days of the church onward. We are beloved disciples, bearers of the
Good News, preachers of the Resurrection. We are the descendants of Mary Magdalene, Apostle
to the Apostles. And we are called, by God and by her example, to equality in all ministries in
the church.
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Since you just celebrated this feast day for the first time as Pope, we want to take the time to
introduce you to the people who are “descendants of Mary Magdalene” so you can hear their
stories. We wish you could sit down personally with each of them and hear the truth of the
calling they have received from God, as true and valid as that of any male priest who discerns
his vocation. They are faithful servants of the church, evangelizers, theologically trained and
spiritually devout. They are not seeking power or “clericalization”—they seek to fulfill their
calling to serve as ordained ministers.

In the spirit of synodality and dialogue, we would like to share with you the messages they have
written to you about what it means to be a descendant of Mary Magdalene. She is invoked
repeatedly in the synod documents when discussing the calls for greater equality between men
and women in the church. She is, as then-Archbishop Arthur Roche wrote in the decree
announcing the elevation of her feast day, “an example and model for every woman in the
church.” As we celebrate the apostle to the apostles, whom Jesus entrusted with the precious
news of the Resurrection, may we be attuned to how Jesus calls and entrusts women with
similarly precious ministries today.

We pray that you may receive this with the same spirit of openness and vulnerability with
which it is shared. We humbly request the opportunity to meet with you in a private audience to
discuss this further and share more stories of women sincerely called to ordained ministry.
Please contact us via email at woc@womensordination.org or by phone at +39 393 692 2100.

Please know that we have you in our prayers as you shoulder the responsibility and gift of the
papacy in this complex time in our church and world.

Your sisters in Christ,
Kate McElwee, Executive Director

Katie Lacz, Program Director

Cc
General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith
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Holy Father,

We are the descendants of the
Apostle to the Apostles
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| am new to the Catholic Church. What s*oplpec/ me from becoming Catholic
for a /ong time is the ineolua/ify of women in the church. It is not what Jesus
*augh* by exam,o/e, and we have women who are venerated as saints. So | do
not understand why women cannot also serve (od as ,Dries*s. [¥s imporfam‘ fo
make sure that traditional *eachings aren't /eeeping in tradition with the
Pharisees rather than God's ways, which are different than man's ways. /
implore the church 1o allow women to serve in /eao/ership roles as Christ was
not bigo*ed foward women, neither should the Catholic Church be. | understand
that ear/y Chris*iami?ty /eelmt fo many old traditions from the Old Testament,
but new wine skins for new wine means ma/eing space for those called to serve

God in any calnachty (od chooses.

—_— TP United States o
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Mary Maga/a/ene was a aliscip/e of Jesus the Christ

She is Solphia. This is the year, women will rise as never

before. B/@SS yOM 7[OI" HOUF care & SM,DIDOF'IL as we rise.

— KM, Diocese of Santa Fe, USA
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She inspires me as witness to those who thirst for a kind
jus7t and a//—/oving God in their lives /oy the flames of

infinite, unconditional and ineffable love

— GP Archdiocese of A?L/anfa, (USA
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Everyone is invited to the table, everyone/

I KC, COI'OHOI, CA, MSA
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When | returned to Giod a few years ago, Mar_cj Magda/ene and her close re/m‘ionshilp
fo Christ imlzzressed me. For me, being a descendant of Mary Mago/alene means being
inspired by and re/a*ing fo her. Sometimes, her s*ory is told in a way that de/pic*s
her as a Pros*h‘ufe and the demons that are exlpe//ea/ from her /oody stand for sin. |
find this iteration of her sfory high/ﬂ quesﬁonab/e. In other iterations, the exlpe//ing
means hea//'ng, of illness, Po*en*ia//y both Ipsycho/ogica/ and Inhysica/. / s*rugg/e with
de/oression and OCD, as well as another chronic illness that rimari/y oceurs in
women. Mary Magda/ene was able to find comfort in Christ, and like her, ['m able 1o
find it too. A few months ago, | was in a rea//y dark P/ace and | went to Church o
Journa/ (| wrote a letter to St. Joan of Arc) and jus* walked around, crying, *rying fo
calm down. | think | lit a candle. [+ he/lpea/. Being a descendant of Mary Magda/ene
means an o,gporfunify for hea/ing.

- LV , Osnabruc/e, Germany
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% S
T, o
N con

A NN YT N YT N AT NTNTaTN"



U

N N N N N N W W

-~ ——— _
F gy
- ,

['m insluirea/ Io_L/ her and her female companions every a’a_tj. Jesus
chose her to g0 break the gooa/ news of his resurrection fo the rest
of his followers. He entrusted her with such a Pivm‘a/ fask in those

ear/y a/ays after his resurrection, ina/icmling c/ear/y that gena/er Is

not a barrier o /oeing called 1o serve in a varie*y of roles and
ministries (inc/uding those that recluire ordaination) to build up the
/einga/om of God

/7L W0ISV)'7L a IDI’Ob/eVV) {or Jesus.

[+'s on/y a Prob/em for the Church as Institution

— MD Lancaster Diocese, UK .
www.womensordination.org \@/

AN NN YCNN TN YT VN AN DAYN

From goslae/ reac/ings there were many women, many behind the
scenes, who Iprovidea/ for Jesus and the alposHes in the ear/y
church. Women were 7‘07%///_(/ suppor?tive of Christ's minisvtry and
never left Him even when frigh*enea/ for their own sm[efy. Jesus
treated these women as eclua/s in God's eyes as we all are. We
are faithful many c/a/'/y Mass goers, drawn as Mary was fo
Jesus, and to His presence in the Eucharist

— PS A/bamy Diocese, UUSA

www.womensordination.org @
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JGSUS chose her 'ILO announce H)e resurrec*ion. / am so

fired of those with privi/ege in the Church *e//ing those
excluded wh_(j it is rigH for them fo be excluded

— BB, Diocese of New Orleans, USA
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AS an ecc/esia/ descena’aml 07[ 7%6 AIDOS'HQ 7L0 7%)6
AloosHes, / fee/ ca//ea/ 7L0 FéVY)iﬂdI 7%6 ma/e c/ergy

that in the earliest and ear/y church, women

shared roles now denied them.

— JV. San Diego, CA USA
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Dear HO/y FOI'H)@F,

TO be a a/escena/ormt 07[ Mary Maga/a/ene means 7LO be a fan%fu/

queer Christian Catholic woman of trans exlberience. Mary
Maga/a/ene inspires my faith as she was one of the first o
Preach the gospe/, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And | wish
for the Church and Mages*erium fo follow in her in her Ipreaching
of the resurrection. And o do so by renewing the Church info
fu//y affirming and acce/mting LGBT@+ Peolp/e, and women c/ergy.

— VA Archdiocese of Seattle, USA

www.womensordination.org @
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[ love Jesus with my whole heart, mind and /oeing. | ministered in the
Catholic Church in 2 Far/'shes for 30 years. | loved my vocation

more 7%70/}’) / can a/escribe. HOW@V@F / have 07[7L2H seen IDI"I'€S7LS Who

don't have all the charisms necessary fo be gooa/ Pastors. No*hing
agains* them, but there must be a way fo ic/en*i@ their sfreng#)s
and use them where (od infended. Because of the lack of Friesvts /
have been unable to receive anoin*ing of the sick while in the
hosph‘a/. Wh_tj can't women do at least some of the Priesfs roles? |

sugges* as a start anoin*ing, /oa,o*isms, and marriages.

— MF, Diocese of Qakland, USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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WOVV)@H’S his*ory COI//S 0M7L *oa’ay for #)em 7L0 be

deacons and Ipriesfs.

— TC. Archdiocese of Minneapo/is/ St Paul USA
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To be a descendant of Mary Magda/ene means that | am loved a’ee/o/_(j by
Jesus. | am *ru/y seen with the com/oassiona*e eyes of Jesus, Jus* as he saw
Mary Maga/a/ene. Jesus chose /\/lary fo be the first witness of his
resurrection and he spoke her name, yet the other discilp/es did not believe her.
| am /osing hope for eclua/hty in the church because the Pa*riarcha/ Church still
refuses fo listen fo women's voices (in the 2lst cen*ury//) and even on Easfer,
we do not hear the s*ory of MM. Women's stories from the Scrip+ures are
not Proc/aimed at Mass in the Suno/ay 9ospe/s. The many courageous and
inspiring stories of women in the Hebrew Scrip*ures and in the New
Testament have been erased from the Sunday /hLurgies. We OV)/_(] hear about a

masculine God and "His" men followers. Where are the WOMEN??

— MC, Momterey Diocese, USA
www.womensordination.org :@/
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She was close to Jesus and she s*ayea/ close o
him like the alnos*/es.

— DF Torino, Ha/y
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She is called the Alpos*/e fo the /\PosHe and we know she was a
o/isci/o/e of Jesus. We are all called to be His disci/o/es. If Mary
Magda/ene was called by Jesus, | believe that everyone called to
a/iscip/eshilo needs to be recognizea’ and give an olplpomluni*y fo
service in all Inoshtions. This should include Pr/esﬂwooa’, if that is
their call In Christ there is no male or female.

— BW, Archdiocese of Chicago, USA
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Reslpecffu/ and real equa/hty and ezluhty by, for and
with womyn in the Church and the church

— JP, Diocese of San Jose, USA
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S*eaa/fas*, unwavering a/evmlion 7L0 7%)6 Lora/. A woman 07[

courage. She and so many comtempomry women convince
me that women must become pries*s. / pray, /'/o/y Father,
that you have the courage fo be decisive.

— B, Momterey Diocese, USA
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First fo see Jesus affer His Resurrection. Told the
gooa/ news fo the Alposf/es. | need o follow in her s*e,ps.

— MB Archdiocese of Ba/*imore, USA
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She was a/ways treated as eclua/ fo men. | H)ougH
Vatican Il would have ordained women! All the ferrible

treatment of children b_(/ Ipries*s since would never been

folerated! At least sfolo ce/ibacy.

— RW. Archdiocese of Chicago, USA
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/'I[ I7L was 9000’ enough for J@SMS 'lLO have a woman (MOH‘H

Magc/a/ene) fell the gooc/ news of salvation, it should be
good enough for the church that claims o follow Him.

— SP. Diocese of Rockville Centre, USA
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MOIFH Mago/a/ene was ChOS@H by GOG’ 7L0 Ioe 7%6 bearer 07(
7%6 news 07[ 7%6 resurrecﬁon 7L0 7%6 o*her 'FO//OWQI"S O'I[

Jesus. He Ipreachea/ a message of love, and love is
recognizing all as eolua/. Paul said it c/ear/y in his letter o
the Galatians. 1+ is time fo IDM7L this message n metice n

the church. All vocations are open fo women in socie*y, S0

should the vocation of the Inriesﬂwooa'.

— FC, Archdiocese of Miami, USA
WWW.WOmensor dination.org i@/
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Women and children had no status during Jesus' fime. In the feeding of the 5000, they did not
Mar

9
even COUVI?L 7%2 women amd ch//dren OVIIH 7%2 men. )/e* Jesus Imd women dISCIp/eS WLIO SMIZJIDOI”?Led
hIS VVIIVHS'ILI’y *rave/ed WI'H? h/m dﬂd We/comed hIVVl 7L0 'H'lell" homes

Maga/a ene *rave ea/ WIH‘! Jesus IDMI"?LICIPMT"Q(J {M//y n hIS lellS?Lfy / her {MIH’I{MIHQSS she
fe// Hwe OH’IGFS 7%0!7[ he has r/sen

'FII"S7L PQI‘SOH 7L0 encoumter Hze resurrec*eo/ JGSMS and WGS en*rusi‘ed WI‘HJ 7%)6 message 7L0

/Inray ever c/ay 7L0 have H)e courage anc/ fan%fu ness 07( Mary Magda/ene She ma V)O')L have
been glven he 07(7[/Cla/ *l'/‘/e 07[ MPOS'H by *he ear/y ChW"Ch [oecause oflzzmlrmrchy ana’ *he non-
S?L(Z?LMS 07( women erIVI

mma/, SPH"I?L and bemg g

Y
'H)OS@ days BIML ﬁme has IDFOV@H H)mL women are mL Ipar WI'H) men in
a/enymg womens VOIC€S V/erDOIVl')LS Mﬂd wor/dwews H)e ChMI’"Ch is me‘
much lmpoverlshed

Sso Hwnt he eq'ua I*y 07( women ma_L/ 'FIVM//H be rea/lzed

/ holpe Hm% H;e HO/ SIDI"I'IL ma IHSPH"Q more GIISCMSSIOVI dlscernmeﬁ am/ +I’M€ ana/ 'FM// synoa/a/ {y
- MT MD DIOC€S€ 07( To/edo MSA
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She mm/sferec/ 7L0 J@SMS OIHGI no GIOMA'IL MVIOI@I"S?LOOOI hIS

mission more 7%)0”’) anyone 6/86. She receivec/ H)e Iprivi/ege 07[
seemg h/m a/ive 0I7L H)e 7LOVVIb, oma/ 7L0 FFOC/OI[VV) 7L0 7%)6 OIIDOSHQS
"/ have Seen H)e LOI’G/". /‘/e gave her 7%1/8 manda*e even I'l[

she was a woman. So must the Church do the same
— MF, Concord, CA, USA

www.womensordination.org
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Mary Maga/a/ene was one of Jesus' closest confidantes and
was high/y esteemed in the ear/y church. Jesus was not
clerical or sexist. What mattered to him was how a person
acted and what was in their heart. | am disaf;’uoin*ed that the
Church, over the centuries, has diluted women's voices and
excluded them from minis*ry. Your messages on peace and
Pover*g are wonderful but are diminished by deelp ineolua/i*y

in the institutional church regarc/ing women.

— BM., United States
www.womensordination.org i@/
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As a descendant of /\/’ary Magda/ene, | share the trauma (with all women in the
Church) of being margina/izea/, vilified, silenced Inersecmtea/, ridiculed and shamed by
the lpowerfu/ leaders of the Church. Mary Maga/a/ene had God-Given auﬂyorhty fo be

7%2 AFOS'HZ 7L0 H)e APOS'H@S, Mere men 7L00/€ Hwnt awo/y, creo/{'ea/ a s*ory 'ILO a/iscreo/hL

her, and ulohe/a/ that scandalous s*or_«j until aluhte recen*/_(j. Mary Magc/a/ene inslnires
me to svtay in the Church and work fo he/lv create a Church more in a/ign with what
Jesus himself modeled Mode//'ng Jesus' behavior is the way fo Proc/aim the &oslpe/.
Reliance on Rules, Laws and Traditions is a scandal in itself, when the behavior of
Jesus is not Pracﬁced. We are e@ua/ before God, eolua/ Hvrough Balmtism, eolua/ as
sinners—in—*raining—*o—be—smn*s. The *ragea/_tj of a Church that does not recognize
that e%ua/hty and Pracﬁce it, is a sin agains?t the Sln/'th of God Who is Love.

- EF Archaliocese 01( Denver‘, MSA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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/ emu/onte /‘/er hMVY)I/HLy AVWI as a 'ILFOIV)SWOVYJOIV!, / am
hearHJro/een 7%)0]* VH_(/ ChMFCh WI// HO?L ac/enow/ea/ge me as
the Woman that | am.

— AR Petawawa, Ontario, Canada

www.womensordination.org
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In all L goslpe/s, Mar_(j Magda/ene is the one that Jesus reveals his
resurrection fo first. She was chosen o carry that message fo
everyone.. To me this validates that of course God values both men
and women as leaders/teachers who can /aring others closer o God
That the Catholic Church does not allow women 1o be leaders seems
fo be in direct ololposifion fo what God wants as far as | understand
[¥s flat out oplpression. Jesus stands by the olpluressec/. / holpe
somea/ay the Catholic Church can figure this out.

— ED

www.womensordination.org
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/'/o/y Sister Maga/a/ene, first witness of the Resurrection,
/eeep us beneath your Mantle and lead us to Christ

— AB, San Gabriel CA, USA
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As a child | was fold that | could not be ordained because | was

a gir/ and (od on/y chose /ooys. | knew in my soul that was not
true. /\/’ary Mago/a/ene showed me that | was called to serve
God by the giﬁs he gave me as female. Jesus was clear in his
call 1o Mary and in her eqlua/ role to the male AIposHes. He
gives that same call fo me and ALL of my sisters.

— SB, Archdiocese of St Paul and M/nnealno/is, USA

www.womensordination.org @/
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AS 7%@ 'HFS?L lD@f‘SOV) ChOS@V) by J@SMS 7L0 announce

the resurrection Mary Maga/a/ene gives me holne that
women will no /onger be limited by the church.

— MM, Ireland
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Mary Maga’a/ene was the first successor of the
apos*/es and c/ear/y signa/s that apos*o/ic succession

is not necessari/y Pa*riarcha/.

— LG, Washing*on, USA

WWW.WOomensor dination.org @/
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Mar‘? Maga’a/ene's re /F

lationship with Jesus is referenced in scrilnfure and is the
of extensive 'H)ea/ogica research. For me, this fact documents her disciln/ -
ship as a foundational pi//ar in the ear/‘q Christian organizaﬁon, She was reco_qnizea/
among her peers as an eolua/ and an authority. She held a 'n/ace of /eaa/ership and
guidance fo//owing Jesuss death and resurrec?ion. Her insigh*s and imter‘pre*aﬁons
on the /iving Christ gives me coumqe to see all of creation in a new way inc/uding

le IDGC@ and IDMFIDOSG,
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['ve experienced a kind of "/enowing" inside of me that comes from the Presence within me. It is a Presence that |
recognize in others. And it has no man made boundaries. I is the Risen Christ. Mary Magda/ene, | believe,
recognizea/ this as well She shared a a/eep/y feminine persona/ re/mtionship with Jesus before he was killed which, |

think, allowed her o ri_gh?‘ away reco_gnize Jesus the Christ resurrected

Mary Maga’a/ene's examla/e is a beacon that encourages me fo experience the Kinga/om of God within me and
recognize the slpirhl filled good works in others. Living Faith means trusting and /ealping when we
recognize/ exper/'ence the invitation”| was raised Catholic. Catholic gma/e school Catholic {/fnivershy [ am so grmtefu/
for the nuns who *augh* me. But most relevant is the in*e//igence, faith, sfreng#;, ins;‘zﬁn‘ and common sense, those

women Possessed, | believe their examlu/e he//ped me recognize my inner s+reng and spirhtua/ cenfter.
Our Creator is both feminine and masculine. The Aramaic translation for the Lords Pmyer starts out..."0 cosmic
birther of all radiance and vibration...” which is not the same as “Our Father, who art in heaven...."

Mar
Maga’a/ene's P/ace in the ear/y Christian tradition, exemlz:/i{ies that God is [Jigger than gena’er based re/igiog,

Dear Pope Leo, My wish for you is 1o hear the invitation. Shelphera/ inc/usive/‘lj. Hear the feminine voice of our
Creator. Lea’n Breathe. Then /ea’r) some more.

Be we// TM/?Z care,
JE. Montello, WI USA .

& s Y,(‘/%
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I'm filled with deep grmthtua/e fo be a descendant of Mary Magda/ene and o
know that God created all out of love and for the purpose of being love in
this church! As a woman of the church and a a/eelp/y spirh‘ua/ person, | see

my role as eolua//y impor*an% fo all my fellow male Catholics in conveying
God's love 1o all those | meet on %hisjourney .. | know in my heart that
Jesus called both men and women to be 'priesH ministers in this church,
and | who/ehear*ea//y su,y/oor* the belief that women were meant fo be
called info the Ipriesﬂwooo/ _/'usf as men are called.| pray that you will “hear
God ca//ing you fo Listen™ to the valuable gnq the church is missing by not
having ordained women ac*ive/y engagea/ in their called minisfry./

—_ MG PI')D Monroe Townshiln, NJ USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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We are all created in the image and likeness of

God. The sexism of the Catholic Church must end

— MM, Diocese of Portland. OR. USA

o <,
Fag
www.womensordination.org @/

% S
. o
N con

N O N O N O N O N O\
A NN YCaNvN TN AT NaYTN"

—

=
ST
/ S

N
[t is my sense that Jesus imtenfiona//_cj chose Mar_cj Magala/ene fo be the first person
fo witness the resurrection. And if we think about the cultural context of that
timeframe, that was extremely profound for him o choose a woman. And she is
known to us as the A/aosf/e fo the /\PosHes. For me that means that women are
equal to men in all roles in the church. Yes, we all have our individual giﬁs and
s*reng?‘hs and | believe that is by design but | think we are missing out by not having
women in the Deacon role or in the role of Ipriesf In my exlperience, women br/'ng an
energy and a comluassion and blg Fic*ure sense fo humani*y an exloana/ing abi/hty fo
forgive, be kind, emlna*heﬁc and comlbassionafe. We need that so much in this world
righ?t now. | see that essence in Mary mother of God and | see that in Mary
Magda/ene / holpe that in the future that women can be treated as ezlua/s. | am
9ra+efu/ for You n your role as Pope. Thank You for /is+ening,

— RH, Greenville, SC, USA ..
www.womensordination.org \@/
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"/'/oluing for equa/hty IS a InreHy low bar - Maria Ei/ey

— SD, McLean, VA, USA
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/ Ibic/eed Maga’a/ena as my confirmation name due o my

fascination with Mary Maga’a/ene. ['m inslnirec/ by her
because of her dedication fowards Christ's cause. She is

aware of her value as a c/isci/o/e and the connection she

larings fo sinful lost communities.

— SD Archdiocese of Bos*on, USA
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/\/Iary Maga/a/ene 9ives me holpe that we will been seen and
treated as full human beings. More imloor*an*/y for me
*hough is | would like fo be an ongoing adviser 1o Poloe Leo
and have been Wor/eing on ways fo bring this to his
attention. He has to say fo yes, of course, but that can't

halplpen unless he knows someone is as/eing.

— AA. San Bernardino, CA USA

www.womensordination.org @
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['m a Prouo/ Catholic woman to be a descendent of Mary Magc/a/ene.
She inspires me fo live and Preach the goslue/ n every*hing that |
do. Her role as the aluos*/e fo the aluosvt/es gave me belief that God
believes in the imlpor*omce of women in the Church and will lead us
soon to frue eolua/hty. Her examln/e, a/ong with my Ibries*'s Ipersona/

belief that women should occupy Church /eaa/ershilo Iposhtions,
broughv‘ me back to Catholicism and led me 1o become a catechist
who is a’eelp/y involved in the work of my church.

— (L, Broken Bay, Australia

www.womensordination.org @
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Mary 07[ Mag&/a/a, *he OI’DOSHQ 7LO 7%2 OIPOSHQS, 907L H';e

message Jesus IDFO{QSSQJ. She a’/drﬁt /e7t 7%e ma/e 0IIDOS7L/€S
fa/ee 7%)0!* 'I[I“OVVP her. S'IL IDOIM/ gof I7L 7L00. SO when H)e

humans of the church forgef how Jesus treated women as
ealua/s in the minisfry, | fake courage from all the Mary's,
who /eelmt the faith and /eelmL moving forward. | don't need o
be Roman 1o be Catholic

— RD. Ohio, USA

WWW.WOmensor dination.org @
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| am a Catholic on and off for 17 years. [t seems to me
that God/ Jesus would want women fo be fu//y in*egm*ed
info the Church and its work. We have the rigﬁnt fo be
Inriesfs and deacons. The Church cannot go on re/ying on
an outdated scrilp*ure fo a’en_tj us this op/oorvluni@. [ pray
that the Polpe will be a’ivine/y inspirea’ and rigH this wrong.

— AM, Bethlehem, PA, USA

WWW.WOomensor dination.org @
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She was Jesus' comlnanion and created his message of
love and openness fo the Slpith She was the first

ID@FSOV) J@SUS OIID’DQOIFQCI 'lLO m[fer hIS a’em%. She was 7%@
AIDOSHQ 7LO 7%6 APOSH@S.

— P. Newark, NJ, USA

WWW.WOmensor dination.org @
AN NN YA N TN YCTTNAC N AN

N N N N N N W W

~
~
-~

To be a descendant of Mary Maga’a/ene empousers me fo
Proclaim the Good News of the Goslue/. She reminds me o

claim the many 9if7‘s | received when | was bapﬁzed in 1958,

that | am a Priest a Proluhe*, and a Leader. (| do not use
the word /eing). | listen and help release chains that bind
from alcoholism; | fouch and heal the broken hearted:

comlnanion those who are aly/ng, and much more.

— CN Archdiocese of St Paul and Minnealuo/is, USA

WWW.WOomensor dination.org @
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The M/gda/ was more 'me Hm 'HI"S?L fema/e deacon; she
was Hwe firs* {ema/e Pres

byter. Peter denied the
mission which Christ lpersona/[‘j gave her 1o be both, as
has every one of his successors.

There is no biblical, theol
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Ofica/ or reason buried in Tradition why the female

diaconate cannot be resfored Sv‘olo wasﬁng feminine ministerial charisms,
because your brothers think their boo/y Ipar?‘s are holier, and think we will
“settle for leadership roles” (hint, not only will we not, but young Po*em‘ia/
Catholics are over the oZvious misogyny).
How /ong Leo, how /ong, dear brother?

ear CGID on 'FM//

/oba/ FO//OLHL, ')LO Prevem‘ 7%2 same s*a//ing causeo/
y H)e /ac/e 07[0I Zmed lphase OM')L 7[0"' H)e "Lmtin MGSS".

— DZ St Louis, MO, USA

www.womensordination.org
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Minima//y, restore the female diaconate, as needed (PRN) by each bishop, as
Francis did for the non-cisgeno/erec/ b/essings for our sib/ings. And consider
/ouHing ab 5«1
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Like Mar /\/fagc/a/ene, | am called 1o Inroc/aim the 9ooa’ news of
God's boundless love and comFassion for all and in all As a priest. |

P
am /iving Jesus's examlp/e of an open fable in Mary Mother of
Jesus Catholic Communhtg in Sarasota, Florida. As a bishop, |

P
ordain women called to a renewed Pries*/_(j min/'sfry in communities

of ba/mtizea/ equa/s fo foster a more inclusive church of ba/mtizecl

ealua/s in which all are welcome and invited 1o receive sacraments.

— BMM, ARCWP

www.womensordination.org
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TO be a a/escendamt 07[ MOIF‘(] Maga/a/ene means 7%10!'/' we

follow in the foo*s*e/os of those who came before and that
the holoe for eolua/hty, inclusion and liberation in the Jesus

movement was there from the very beginning and still
cha//enges us to rise up and live out that cha//enging,

revo/ufionary, love-filled vision.

— MA, Washing?ton, DC, USA
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As a female when | was a child and now that | am elderly, | s
have noticed that the male hiemrchy of the RC church offen ( \@//}

+rea7ts me as someone "/esser“. Cer?‘ain/_tj Mary Magda/ene was \ )

inhtia//y seen as lesser’ by others'in the communi*g.

One examlp/e of me fee/ing ‘lesser” was that as a child | was not allowed o serve
Mass, on/y boys were to serve (but now that has Hvan/efu//y changed).
Another examlp/e was that as an adult | was fold that the "biggeml sin ot women was
disobedience—disobedience foward the hiemrch_(j of the church. This amazed me as |
had believed (and still do )Jthat my conscience was an impor*an* fool o 9uide my

actions.

Another examp/e is of course that women's roles within the church are restricted
with no consideration of that woman's God given giﬁs. Why is the church not
honouring those God given 9iﬁs bestowed on women as well as men fo be Pries*s or
leaders? Mary MagaZz/ene, a woman, was the first person ghqea/ fo understand the
Resurrection of Jesus and to share that /enow/edge with others in her cammunh‘y.

Jesus cerfain/y did not view her as ‘lesser’!

- VM, Ca/gary, A/ber*a, Canaa’a
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Since she was the first fo see the risen Jesus, it's
imloossi/o/e fo ignore her Iprivi/ege among alnos*/es. As a
woman in the church /onging fo see women in receiImL of

ALL the sacraments, | take courage from her vision.

— MJT, Newark Archdiocese, USA

WWW.WOmensor dination.org @
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Women are rising fo achieve equa/hty as descendants of Eve,
the Blessed Mother Mary, and the many wise women In
sacred Scrip%ure. Created in the image of God, the Creator,
empowers us n bap?tism as a pries*/y communi*y, enab/ing us
fo serve a/ongsia/e our male coun*erpar*s as eolua/s. That
means to be like Mary Ma_qc/a/ene, a Inriesf, a Inreacher, a

feacher, a hea/er, a communi*g /eam/er, 0!”6/ a woman.

— AP Archdiocese of Newark, USA

WWW.WOomensor dination.org @
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Mary Magda/ene took initiative. She was not afraid to g0 fo the fomb.
She was not believed because as *oday, men do not necessari/y believe
what women have to say. [t is sad how the church has /eelmt her hidden
until recemtly. Mary Maga/a/ene represen*s S0 many women who want fo
fell their sfor_cj within the church but are not allowed to. Jesus welcomed
her. Why can't members of the hiemrchy welcome her and encourage
her in what she has been called 1o. In many cases, this call is to become
a priesf in the church. Please listen, Poloe Leo to this call 1+ will not be
easy for you but listen to the movement of the Spirht.

— BT Lindenwold, NJ, USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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| am a convert from Judaism and | began fo be c/eelu/y moved by
the Catholic faith 20 years ago. Coming from a fami/y with a
s*rong em,ahasis on jus*ice and women's rigHs, | was very drawn fo
Mary Maga/a/ene. | think Jesus chose her as the first person fo
witness the Resurrection as lnar?‘ of a Ip/am fo emlphasize the
ealua/i@ of women and men. She has inspirea/ me for years and is a
saint who moves and motivates me 1o be a better person and as an

aa/vocmle for Jesus' /OVQ 1(0" 0!// 07[~ us.

— DR, Brooklyn, NY, USA
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Being a descendant of Mary Maga/a/ene means being praua/ fo
be associated with someone increa/ib/_(/ brave, intuitive, and
sluirhtua/. She inspires my faith because | know she was
sfrong, insingu/, and wise. She gives me hope for ealua/hty n
the church because | believe Jesus Himself valued her

immensely am/ saw her as eqlua/ 7L0 OH’ly man.

— Anonymous, South Caro/ina, USA

www.womensordination.org @
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Mary Magc/a/ene insluired me fo /eeelo up with my studies as |

Pursuec/ my master's degree n H)eo/ogy. She gave me ho/pe for the
inclusion of women in the sacrament of Ho/y Orders and therefore
holpe for the future of our church. Please hear our voices H)rough
her life svtory. Now is the fime of renewed holpe and it is time to
realize the current /eac/ershi/g status quo is on nimble /egs - NOW is
the fime fo s*rengﬂwen our Catholic Church, inspirea/ bg and set as
exam,p/es of faith /oy countless women in our faith hisvlor_tj.

— MM, Hartford, CT USA

www.womensordination.org @
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[Being a descendant of Mary Maga’a/ene] means that my
faith, my voice, and my contributions fo my Inarish, diocese,

and our universal Church are Jus* as valid impor*anﬁ and
essential as any male, whether ordained or /ay. Men may
perform the Sacraments, but /ay women are often the ones

guiding Inarish and faith communities closer 1o God.

— LCG, Des Moines, IA, USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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She inslaires my faith as she resi/ien*/y followed Christ during the *ough times, had
the courage fo stand at his crucifixion and announce the news of his Resurrection.

She has been dismissed H)roughomt the ages as a "Ipros*htmte" as a way of a/ismissing

her, but she stood Iphysica//y, hisv‘or/'ca//y and sln/'rhtua//y a/ongsia/e Jesus and his
mother Mary. My holpe is that her Inersis*ence will continue to s*reng#;en me. | am

now 15 and for over 30 years | have had a lnersisfen* ca//ing fo sacramental

minis*ry which | cannot "fest" within the current Church structures. As a mother,
grana/mo*her, widow, social worker, counsellor, former hoslpice bereavement

coordinator and pasfora/ worker with a Hieo/ogy Masters, | am a member of a /oarish

and also work in Pas*ora/ care with older Ee/igious Sisters. M_(j vision is 1o be
accep?tab/e as IW’HL of a sacramental feam minisfr_tj n my Parish and wider, offering

my 9/1[7[3 and life exlper/'ence fo others sacmmemla//y and slnir/'*ua//}j.
— PB. Leeds Diocese, UK
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The *arnishing of Mary Maga/a/ene ( ca//ing her a Iprosﬁ*u*e)
reveals a lot about the fear driven oppression of half the
world's Ipolnu/afion by church hiemrchy. [¥s time fo change this .
We need the exam,p/e of our female teachers and Iprop/ve*s .
Hold her up for us, our a/aughvters and gmna’a[augh*ers.

— UGB, Allentown, PA, USA
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My Catholic church tells me that | am not made in the image of God because | am
not in the image of Jesus. | do not understand why if Jesus is God and | am made in
the image of God that | cannot be a Ipriesf How can | encourage my gmna/a/aughfer
fo g0 to school and be all she can be and still ask her 1o s*ay in a church that does
not give her eclua/ﬁy with her brother? How can | raise my gromo/son fo be a good
man who respecfs the ealua/i*y of women and still ask him fo sfay in a church that
feaches him that his sister is not eq,ua/ in God's e_tjes? [t is h_tﬁpocrisy fo fell them
that God loves them and that *hey are made in God's image when the Church fells
them otherwise. /\/’y heart is broken that after 9enermtions of being faithful
Catholics, my fami/_(j will forced to leave the Church because our Mother Church is
agains* the Christian values that we believe in, but we cannot teach our children in a

church that is for discrimination.

— ME Calpe Town, South Africa
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Mary of Mago/a/a seems misunderstood and Ipassec/ by by some of her
peers, even scalpegomlea/ n his*ory wrong/y accused of being the
adulteress woman by church officials. We now acknowledge her
sainthood and minis%ry as "Aposﬁe fo the APosHes. " If Jesus had ordained
anyone, he would have included Mary. How can we not include women in
the realm of ordination, esluecia//y when our church and world are so in
need of /eao/ershilp and minsters? In our Diocese, many of us were
Pastoral Administrators, acce/mtea/ b_(j fotal congrega*ions and celebrated

for our homi/ies, /eaa/ershi/o as Fasfors, and sloirifua/ify under our Bishola

Mmtﬂyew C/ar/e. Wh_(j HO?L HOW?
— ND, Rochester, NY, USA
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The scrilmtum/ Mary Magc/a/en is a beacon for all women in
the Church because she cha//enges a’irecHy that Powerfu/
mario/ogy which seeks to roll every actual woman info the
my#n’ca/ figure of the Blessed Virgin Mary. She's a clear

demonstration for women like me, called fo full sacramental
minis*ry, of the Iprofouna/ freedom Jesus gave and 9ives fo

every kind of woman fo follow him wherever he calls.
— 0P United Kinga/om
www.womensordination.org i@/
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Mary /Vfaga/a/ene reveals the truth that we are all one in
Christ Jesus. As a woman, she brough?‘ fo /lgH faith in
the resurrection for all of us. She is an inslbim*ion fo

women who follow after her. | holpe for a new creation of

eolua/i@ in the church because of her love.

— JS, Diocese of )/oungmtown, OH, USA

www.womensordination.org @
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The risen JGSMS OIFIDQOIFQCI 'HFS* 7L0 a woman. /‘/er name was

Mary Maga/a/ene. /7L VY)OI/Q@S abso/mte/y no sense 7(0I’ 7%2 EC
ChMFCh 7L0 COI// Mary Mago/a/ene 7%6 AIDOSHQ 7t0 er APOSH@S OIHO/

at the same time refuse fo ordain women c/aiming some sort of
'alpos*o/ic succession that is all male!’ We ask you fo honour

Jesus's honouring of Mary Magda/ene and ordain women.

— PM, Birmingham Diocese, UK

www.womensordination.org @
N O N O N N NN N N



N N N N N N W W

U

~
//
-

=
/4 " ot

Many of Jesus' listeners didn't like what he so/io/, decided Haey were hard words”
and turned away. In succeeding genermtions those fendencies invaded Christian
hearts and decided women were not fo be educated or listened fo. On/y in the last
hundred years has western culture begun fo take Jesus' instructions at face
value, and the Church is slower than most institutions to follow. Women ARE
called by God, jus* as sure/y as any male migh?‘ be. When the Church stands in

their way it harms nmtjus* women but the entire Church, and is a scandal o

non-be/ievers, Mary Maga/a/ene was as C/OS@ 7‘0 Jesus as amy discip/e, Olﬂd ShOM/d

be celebrated as an examp/e fo all Women should (MUST) be e/igib/e for every
level of Parﬁcilna*ion in the Church Jesus left us.

— GV, St Louis, MO, USA
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For over a decade a group of women from our 'parish have met “outside”
the traditional church seHings fo celebrate Mary Magda/ene's Feast and
one another's 9[7[7‘& | am inspired that Jesus calls Mary Maga/a/ene by
name and she recognizes the risen Christ. How can we not exlnerience the
energy exchomge n Mary's /eey Goslpe/ moments with the Lord? In furn, we
have honored and lifted each other up Hn*ough our 90:7Lherings. We have
created space for our uniclue talents and /eaa/ershilo sfreng*hs fo shine even
when our own Parish doesn't 7La/9 info the value of our giﬁs as women. We
inspire one another by our lives and witness. Just as Mary was sent forth,
so are we - to hold a vision of 9ena/er eoluhty and inclusion in our faith
communities and world,

— Anonymous, California, USA
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We are all God's children and heirs o God's infinite grace and
mercy. Mary Magc/a/ene had faith that God's salvation was

not out of reach for her. This inspires my faith foo. The

c/ignht_(/ of all is equa/ in God's eyes. Because of this the
Church need on/y look to her examlp/e fo reaffirm the

iVY)]DOI’?LOIHCQ 07( eolua/hty, ama’ rea{firm 7%0!* 0’” are we/come.

— AB, FayeHevi//e, NC USA
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Mary Mago/a/ene was chosen by the risen Christ fo be the first
fo know of his resurrection and take this news fo His other fo//p
first did not believe her.

erson on earth
owers, who at

From her | know that Christ had no Iprob/em n ma/eing a woman a re,oresen*m‘ive
of His risen self- And from this | know that | deserve eqlua/i?ty in His church on

earth as in heaven

| am a woman, | am a descendant of Mary Maga/a/ene.
[ am in Christ and He in me.

Your suplpomt for an exclusively masculine Pries*hooa/ is a sin . Please unfie

yourse/f and the church you lead, from this grave sin.
— D, Arundel and Brigh*on, UK
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In the slnirif of alposfo/ic succession, Mary /\/’agc/a/ene inslpires me to
trust my spirhtua/ auﬂmrhty fo ,oreach the good news of Jesus’

resurrection. Like Mary, | encounter the risen Christ in infimate

Wa-(jS 0”’)0/ /iS?LQVl 'ILO oma' res/oona’ 7L0 Jesus' COI// 'lLO 90 7L0 H)e oﬂwers
anc/ 'ILQ// H)em 'H)OI'IL "/ have seen H)e LOI"O/.I" The auﬂiorﬁy Jesus gave
Mary Mago/a/ene as 7%)2 'HFS?L OIFOSHQ ShOM/d have meamt 7%01*

women were a/ways sharing that role with men, but it is not oo

/mte 7L0 COFF@C'IL H)e course ana/ re*urn 'lLO Jesus' momc/a*e 7[0'” hOW

we he/,v usher in the God's vision for this life, and the next

— LM Washing?lon, DC USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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From the Goslpe/s it appears that Christ appeared fo Mary
Maga’a/ene before alplpearing fo the ollposﬂes and asked her +o
repor?t the gooa/ news to the aposf/es. Knowing this, | hope

Christ's Church foday will (1) recogn/'ze the impor*ance Christ

showed to women in His time, and (2) will now recognize and

allow women *oa’ag fo share in a similar minis*ry.

— TP, Cleveland, OH, USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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| think sainthood can be Freseml n Ineolo/e regara//ess of their
sex. | think our church descends as much from Peter and Paul
as it does from Mary Maga’a/ene. Mary Maga’a/ene /nspires me
because no matter what some of us have been faugln‘ a/irecf/y
or indirecvt/y, being born female doesn't make us have any lesser

or different caloaciﬁes than men in the matters of slnirifua/hty.

— DS, Arcluialiocesis de Ty"uana, Mexico

www.womensordination.org
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She was a woman with her own oloinion and someﬂ)ing fo say between a
group dominated by men. As | am a thsicis* wor/eing in a technical Job,
this is also what | exloerience each day. | was part of a female minori*y
at universi*g and still am at work. But the difference to the church is

that | have the Possibi/hlg fo be Famt of. And also Mary Maga’a/ene was

IWHL of the group around Jesus. Women do a big Pam‘ of work, in their

jobs, at their homes and also in the church, but a "Thnak you" is not
enough We deserve the same Possibi/i*y for reslboncibi/iﬁes, Jusf as Mary
Magda/ene deserves a Ipar* between the discilp/es.

— BW, Austria
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| am a member of the Missionary Cenacle Fami/y, the /ay branch,
MCA, since 1992. Qur motto is Be gooc/, do 9000’, be a power for

gooa/.' Mary Maga/a/ene, as the alposf/e fo the aposf/es, inspires me
with what we can do in the Provia/ence of our everyo/ay lives, to

share the gooa/ news of Jesus and God's love for all God is with us,
we can do what God gives us o do, as her descendants in faith.

— MF, Diocese of C/eve/ana/, USA
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Knowing that Mary of Magda/a loved and was loved by Christ fouches
my heart. That she s*ayeo/ by his side a/uring the crucifixion inslpires me
fo be with the body of Christ in Ibain and suffering foo/ay. That she was
the first o meet the Risen Christ and carry his message fo others

encourages me fo sfay close 7‘0, believe n, and love Christ so as to be his
message in the world. That she was so misunderstood and ma/igneo/ n
later years of the Church makes me want fo work harder for the true
hisfory of her life and the role of women in the church so we can live an
authentic Christian Catholic church not filtered by the Pa*riarcha/ spin
that has haunted us for centuries.

— S0, Bardstown, KY, USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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To be a descendant of Mary Ma_ga’a/ene is an inspirmtion that she
accompanieo/ Jesus through his Passion, Crucifixion and
Resurrection. Can you imagine? Who else had that love and honor
fo be Presem‘ for their Zeacher and friend? That goes beyond

anyone's inferaction with Jesus!

[ am inslpired that the Risen Christ chose Mar Mago/a/ene fo g0 and announce his

Resurrection 1o the other apostles. Pope Leo's motto “lllo Uno Unum’, In the One we are One
focuses on unh‘y of one boa/; of Christ. in the Risen Christ which Mary Magdalene Wh‘nessed‘

firs?t, and St Augus?tine exlooww/ea/ in his "Exlooshtion on Psalm 12T When St ugusﬁne states

we are many and we are one / be/ieve he means [JO'H) man and woman.

As with Mary Magda/ene and St Augusﬁne, | to0 am unified with fellow Christians, male or

female, for we are one in Christ. | am heartened as well that Pope Leo believes in romoﬁng
the Church's communion, Inar*icilpa*ion and mission which are the three /eey words of the Synod.

Mary Maga/a/ene inslpires me and gives me h(:[?e that her whtness, her apos?t/eship will uni@

women into full communion, tull eolua/i*y, with our Church.

In Christ,
SRS, Archdiocese of San Francisco, USA
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Mary /\/’aga/a/ene was chosen [oy God = not for her status as wife
or mother, but for her faith and courage. She was the first to
Inroc/aim Christ's resurrection and led the alnosf/es out of hiding.

Because of her, my holoe is that Church /eaa/ership will be inspirea/

to follow Jesus' examp/e of fu//y embmcing women for the fullness
of their Goo/—given giﬁs, ca//ings, bold witness, and /eaa’ershilp. By
remem/aering Mary Maga/a/ene, we are reminded that God's ways
are not our ways = God can call women into minisfry as /oriesvts,

a/eacons, 0“’16/ /ay /@0’6/6"8, 7L00.

— KO, Phoenix, AZ, USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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Mary Mago/a/ene walked with Jesus 7%roughou7t his minis*ry,
was faithful to the end and the first to see Him risen. It
gives me holpe that the church will someday recognize the

equa/hty and 9/7[7[3 of women in the church.

— (D, Cincinnati, OH, USA
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Saint Mary Maga/a/ene offers us her exfmora/inar_tj examlp/e of bearing
witness fo Ibain and sorrow and in this, seeing hope and new life, Hwough
the 9/7‘7 of love. As descendants of Mary Ma_qa/a/ene, may we all
encounter the divine *hrough our very human actions of *a/eing care of
creation, of Ipriesv‘/y anoin*ing of the sick and the dead, of 7Lena/ing the
gardens, of Preparing and sharing food, of /oving one another, especia//y
our enemy neighbors. In the moments we take o weep at the empty
fombs of life, as we sit on the brink of alespair, may we see and
recognize God's shimmering g/ory and grace before us. That c/eef) jo_(j that

no*hing can take away. Christ ca//ing our name!
— JWM, Washing*on, DC USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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What does it mean 1o be a descendant of Mary Magda/ene? I means when /Iproc/aim the risen

Christ, | say with my mouth and my heart | BELIEVE A WOMAN." | cannot claim to believe in
Christ who conquers death without be/ieving in the e_tjeuui*ness *es*imony of a woman, and without
/enowing that God in His majes*y, Providence, and_jus%ice for “all* His creatures a’eigned that all
who profess His work for us must first accept the truth that a woman was an honest and
reliable in*erpre?‘er of reality. Qur world is hostile to the experiences and first hand accounts of
women, and ye* the gospe/ is built upon their 1Les+imony. When men cry out againmt me, [ for
certain know God cries out for me in the voice of these women. In Anne Catherine Emmerich's
vision of Mary Maga/a/ene, she witnesses a woman with a grem‘ and noble heart so moved b
Jesus’ Inreaching that she defies all cul ura//y con*ingen* notions of respec*abi/i*y to anoint Jesus'
head in a room full of scandalized Ipeolp/e, much to Jesus' alplp/ause. She shows us what Jesus
ac*ua//_cj values, which is boldness of the heart fowards its true end in God and His communi*g.
When all falls away no person of any gena/er can find fault with her, because a/eelp down we all
understand somehow that it is not 9ender that sets our vocation in God but grh‘, fide/hty, and love.

— EW Wi/ming?ton, CA USA L.
www.womensordination.org \@/
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Marg Mago/a/ene shows that women have a/wa_(js been an essential /oi//ar
of the Church, from Jesus' direct order to "go and tell the gooa/ news .
Mary shows us that women's witness and Freaching of Jesus is the on/y
way that His s*ory has continued 1o be loved and told for 2000 years.
Mary Mago/a/ene and Mary Mother of God are two of the loigges*
reasons | joinec/ the Church, because very few Christian traditions
acvtua//_(/ acknowledge and are aware of their roles in Jesus' life and
minis*ry. But the Church needs 4o listen to Jesus' words and pay

attention o his actions. He cons*amt/y affirmed the p/ace of women in
his minis*ry. We would not be Christians without Mary Magda/ene.

— MB Diocese of A/*oona-Johnsfown, USA
www.womensordination.org i@/
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Being a descendant of Mary means that | can't be silent or
erased. Like hers, my his*ory matters. She calls me to s+ay
loresemt at whatever emlnfy fomb comes my way. She sits with us
all in our 9r/'e7[ and in so a’oing g/ves us Revelation. Her witness

chamges the world and | can't Fic*ure my faith without her.

— AG, Washingvton, D.C. USA
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We know from the Gospe/s that Mary Maga/a/ene was closer fo
Jesus than any of the other AIDosHes. In fact, Pefer was J'ea/ous
of her. She loved Jesus and listened 1o his words. She was
/oresemt at his crucifixion and at the fomb. He ap,oearea/ 1o her as
well after the Resurrection. Jesus a/a/oaren*/y shared his
/orolpheﬁc words with her more than anyone else. She has a/ways
and consis*en*/y inspireo/ my faith and holoe for equa/hty in the

hurch
— JSD, ARCWP
www.womensordination.org i@/
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Your Holiness,

With deelpes* reverence and hope in the risen Christ, this message is offered as a *es?t/mony fo the /lvmg Gospe/
call to remember what the Lord has already made new. Christ did not come to improve the systems of Caesar's
emplre. He came to make all Hwngs kainos (Revelation 2/-5)—z1ua/ *a*:ve/y new and different. The /emga/om of God is
not a cleaner version of male hiemrchy. [tis a Spiri*-?fi//ed communht_tj of jus*ice, a/ignif_tj, and Par*nership—where
daugﬁnters and sons alike are commissioned fo Proc/aim the Gos,pe/, bear witness, and shephera/ God's peop/e.

Qur sister, Mary called the Maga/a/ene was the first commissioned b_lj the risen Christ +o Proc/aim the resurrection
(John 20:11-18)—not as a symbo/, but as the aposvt/e fo the aposf/es. In her, Jesus revealed what His Church must
become: a communi*g where women Proc/aim the resurrection with His auﬂworhty. The Church must submit fo Christ—

not silence those He commissions as pries*s, pas*ors, Preachers, and a/nos*o/ic witnesses.

The Magde/ene did not stand alone. She walked in the /egac_tj of foremothers before her and sisters after her who
bore Giod's wora/, led His /oeop/e, and stood in covenant faithfulness. Her ca//ing Is Inarf of an unbroken /ine—hers, ours,
and all God's o/augHers-’ called, appoin*ea/, and sent.

o Eve, created as ezer /eenegdo—a s*rong aid and e%ua/ par?tner made in Your image (Genesis [:2°1), whom God
elevated fo the status of a combatant of the serpent (Gienesis 3:15)

o Miriam, Inroluhe*ess, who led the Peop/e of Israel in worshi’p, whom (od sent before your Ineo’p/e, a/ongs/'a/e Moses
and Aaron to lead them out of Egylml (Exodus 15:20: Micah 6:4).

o Deborah, Iprolnhefess and Judge, whom God raised 1o oversee Israel and inslpire the ’peolp/e in a time when
/eadership was reserved for men (Jua/ges 2:16; Jua/ges L=5).

e Huldah, /prolohefess, whose word from God broughf national re/aemtance from the /eing and nation (7 Kings 22—
20).

o Esther, who saved her peop/ from the | Jaws of death (Esther lt).

. Mary of Nazareth, whose courageous yes " bore the Word made flesh and whose words/" Magnn(lcaf became
part of holy Scripture (Luke 138, 46-55), full of God's theology

o Samaritan woman, the first evange/isf fo the Gentiles who brough?t her whole vi//age fo believe in Jesus as the
Messiah (John ).

. Mary of Be#wmy, o/iscip/e at Jesus' feet, aHending the best seminary ever, defended by Jesus who affirmed she
chose the better Parf that will “not be taken away from her: (Luke 10:39-42) and who alone anointed the /iving
boo/y of Christ (John 12:3)- an act no male discilp/e Iperformed— revea/ing that i she could fend to Christ's body
then, she is entrusted to do so *oday

L4 Daugh?ters onL Pen*ecos* f//ed omd C})OS@H_OIS a {M/{//VVIQH?L V]07L an excelnﬁon (AC7LS l7, Joe/ 228)
JUVIIH, )/OHI‘ HPOSHZ_VMM@J, Pra/sea/, and honored by Pau/ (EOWMVIS I6 7) omd *he ear/y church fm%ers, VIO?L as a

*o/een, bLﬁL as a Ipar*ner n 7%6 gospe/.

o Priscilla —often named before Aziui/a— who did not Ipub/ic/y rebuke or correct /\Po//os but took him aside—a
mark of wise and discerning /eaa/ership (Acts 18:26). And since she faugh?t a man outside the home, the Spir/?t
would not silence her in the mixed—gender assemb/y of the Church that met inside her own (Romans 16:3=5).

www.womensordination.org \@/
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o Phoebe, called diakonos- deacon and Pros*a*is—"one who stands before’— a trusted church leader who delivered
Paul's letter fo the Romans (Romans 16:1=2), serving with the Slnirhlls auﬂ;orh‘y /ong before formal Fasfora/
elnis*/es existed

The same S,pirhl who empowereo/ Miriam 1o lead the Ipeop/e in worshi’p, Deborah fo be judge over all of Israel /\/’ary fo
anoint Jesus' body and Priscilla fo teach in assembly now fills the hearts of many of God's daugh*ers *oda_tj.

[t is often said the Church cannot ordain women because Jesus chose twelve men o go out into the world Besides the
symbo/ism of the twelve tribes of Israel Jesus Himself 7Laugh7t that some fhings were given not as God's ideal but as
concessions to hardened hearts (Matthew 19:8). The male Twelve were not a Inermanenf Io/uepriml—ﬂyey were a wise
sfrmteg‘tj for brutal Ipm‘riarcha/ world Jesus did not exclude women because of bio/ogy. He shielded them from harm,
never denying their cof//ing. When the time was rigfnt, hisfory is witness that He enfrusted women to teach, evange/ize,
lead. and fes*ify. This was never a detour. [t was a/ways the destination.

Mistranslations and cultural fears have clouded Scrilmlure's witness—but the S/oirifls FaHern is clear: women were

never sidelined in Christ's mission, on/g in human tradition. The call for women's ordination is not rooted in modern

progress, but in Christ Himself. He trusted women then. The Church must trust them now.

/‘/o/y Father, make the Church kainos. Imitate Christ—not Caesar. Build the /eingdom—nof preserve the emlpire.
Welcome the daugh*ers of God—not as excep?tions, but as full and faithful parfners in His redeeming work. As a
descendant of Marg Magda/ene—nof by blood, but by ca//ing—we write with gmﬁ*ude and /onging, She was the first
fo witness the resurrection and the first to be sent fo proc/aim it. Christ did not silence her. He commissioned her.

To walk in her foo?tsvlelns is fo carry the Word with boldness and tenderness. Her life calls us fo fai?%, not silence—rto

Proc/ama*ion, not Inassivhly.

Qur ho/ue is not for power, but for _/'usfice rooted in the gospe/. We /ong for a Church that fim//y recognizes what

Christ a/reao/_t/ affirmed: His Spiri* calls both daugﬁn‘ers and sons fo shelphero/, Inreach, and lead
May the Church be as obedient as the Magda/ene.

In faith and fierce hope,
A spirhlua/ descendant of Mary, the Maga/a/ene
On behalf of my Catholic sisters in Chrisf—Hwen, now, and still fo come.

LT, New York USA
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