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Our Strength Comes from
Our Stories of Witness 
and Action
By Erin Saiz Hanna and Kate McElwee, 
WOC Co-Executive Directors

Last month we celebrated women’s
history month. The National
Women’s History project declared the

2015 theme as “weaving the stories of
women’s lives,” a perfect theme as WOC
prepares for our 40th anniversary
celebration in Philadelphia this   September. 

Nearly forty years ago, two thousand faith-
ful gathered for the first Women’s Ordina-
tion Conference in Detroit, Michigan and a
movement was born.  “Women in Future
Priesthood Now,” was organized to em-
bolden education and create new strategies
for both those women who felt called to or-
dination in the Roman Catholic Church as
well as their supporters. The first confer-
ence was inspired by “the power of one
woman asking one question,” noted confer-
ence coordinator Nadine Foley. 

One woman, asking one question, learned
very quickly that she was not alone.  Mary
B. Lynch’s journey of questioning was pio-
neering and familiar, amazing, and simple.
Mary wanted to be closer to God, and
would reflect in her writings that access to
God through the priesthood would be the
ultimate relationship, a thought that made
her feel “most alive.” (See Mary Jeremy
Daigler, Incompatible with God’s Design: A
History of the Women’s Ordination Movement
in the U.S. Roman Catholic Church [Lanham,
MD: Scarecrow Press, 2012], 39). 

While theology has developed and ex-
panded around this issue, undoubtedly
Lynch’s quest brought her closer to the
people of God.   It was by her example of
creating and nourishing communities that

I N S I D E

continued on page 5

WOC has thrived as a grass-
roots, member-supported or-
ganization. This is where we
gathered and maintained our
strength over the years.

Nearly forty years later, we
stand on the shoulders of Mary
Lynch and the first attendees of
that conference, whose litany of
names can be found on pages 12-15. 

Our founders could not have predicted the
path our movement  wo  uld take. It has not
been an easy one, but throughout it all we
have continued to serve as a voice for
women’s equality in the Roman Catholic
Church. 

As we prepare to celebrate WOC’s 40th an-
niversary, we will celebrate one woman
who questioned an injustice, and the
countless women who, throughout history,
refuse to allow their equality to be ques-
tioned, as well as their deeply held experi-
ences of calls to ordination in our church. 

Our anniversary celebration will take place
during the Women’s Ordination World-
wide (WOW) third international confer-
ence, Gender, Gospel & Global Justice in
Philadelphia, scheduled just days before
Pope Francis arrives in the U.S. This gather-
ing will bring together the people of God:
feminists of faith who decry the discrimina-
tion of women in church and society today.
For more on the upcoming conference see
pages 8-9.

The list of speakers continues to grow daily
with legendary advocates for women’s

WOC members take action at second WOC conference, 
Baltimore, 1978.
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Dear WOC Members, 
It has been a long, cold winter for many of
you, and we want to be among those who
wish you a very happy Spring. As we
watch the snow melt with ever-warming
sunshine, and nature sprouting green
around us, we can celebrate nature’s re-
silience and the newness of each seasonal
cycle. At WOC we are ready to bloom in the
coming months, as we prepare to celebrate
our 40th anniversary this fall, and welcome
hundreds of feminists of faith to the
Women’s Ordination Worldwide (WOW)
Conference in Philadelphia in September. 

We are especially pleased to share that we
are now working as co-directors (see formal
announcement on page 5). Co-directorship
is a feminist leadership model we are proud
to pioneer in our organization. With leader-
ship around the world we are unequivo-
cally rooting our mission in the global
Church, and sending the message that
women’s equality in the church is a global
justice issue.

Our cover story in this issue highlights the
seeds that were planted at our first confer-
ence in Detroit, lifting up the names of
those who attended (pp. 12-15), and our
founder Mary B. Lynch. Please share the
list of names and look for people you may
know — if you find your name, tell us
about your experience and share your re-
flections. We hope to honor those who at-
tended the first conference in a special way
at WOW 2015.  

On page 3 you will find a reflection on
Roman Catholic Woman Priest, Georgia
Walker, ordained in Kansas City, and ex-
communicated through a personal letter
from Bishop Robert Finn. We have included
a copy of the decree he sent her. We stand
with Georgia in her ministry and pray that
she finds other support in her community. 

It is with some reluctance that page 6 is de-
voted to Cardinal Raymond Burke’s recent
comments about the feminization of the

Church, however Louise M. Doire master-
fully dismantles his assumptions and con-
clusions, and she brings both intelligence
and humor to an otherwise ridiculous
proposition by the cardinal. 

An interview follows from a young woman
based in Vienna, Austria, Jacqueline Straub.
Jacqueline experiences a call to the priest-
hood and she offers both a freshness and a
resolute directness illustrating insights from
the next generation of women in our
church, confronting injustice in their way.
This is a hopeful read. 

We are fortunate also to feature the Min-
istry of Prophetic Obedience of Kathleen
Gibbons Schuck, RCWP, who beautifully
writes about the messages she modeled for
her daughter while compromising herself
in a traditional parish, and the awakening
that is possible when a community called
her to “show up as my deepest, most au-
thentic self” (p. 8). 

On page 9, we have a reflection piece from
Kate McElwee, on the “Women’s Culture’s”
meetings that took place at the Vatican,
which Kate attended. Importantly, Kate
also raises up the cultural disassociation be-
tween Rome and the U.S., and the struggle
of the unpopular stance of hope, over sar-
casm. 

We have dedicated two full pages (pp. 10-
11) to the WOW conference, where you
will find all the information you will need
on registration, speakers, workshops, and
accommodations. Read through our excit-
ing programming and share the informa-
tion with your communities. This is an
incredible time for both WOC and WOW—
the women’s ordination movement is
stronger than ever!  We hope many women
and men in all walks of church and life will
join us in making this conference a success.
After the conference’s opening ceremony,
we will commence with WOC’s anniver-
sary—our 40th year—and celebrate with
vigor our seeds, roots, and springtime of
new life and growth. 

We look forward to gathering with every-
one this September in Philadelphia. Thank
you for supporting WOC and ensuring the
growth and development of our vibrant
movement. 
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News & Notes

I just got off the phone with newly or-
dained ARCWP priest Georgia Walker of
Kansas City, Missouri where I’m visiting.
She tells me she’s in the middle of talks try-
ing to get a $300,000 building donated for
homeless women just out of prison and
their children.  “Could you write the WOC
piece about my journey to priesthood?” she
asks.

“It’s all your fault,” she jests. “Ever since I’ve got-
ten to know you, I’ve been in trouble.”

“Hey,” I answer. “You hang around with
troublemakers.” 

Georgia has been getting people out of trou-
ble for a long time in her native Kansas City.
She’s been working with prisoners and for-
mer prisoners for close to two decades. Her
vision of a social services agency for former
prisoners is currently being actualized from
her numerous grant requests. The agency is
now a year-and-a half old, and named
“Journey to New Life.” They have a staff of
counselors who provide one-on-one per-
sonal guidance, housing, and employment
possibilities for women and men just out of
prison. Many suffer from addictions, men-
tal illness, and chronic health conditions.
Using what is known as the “housing first”
model of treatment, individuals are pro-
vided with a safe permanent home and
wrap around services to help them chart
and follow their own journey to a new life.

During the week leading up to her ordina-
tion on January 3rd, I got to be with her on
Troost Ave., the historical dividing line in
Kansas City between black and white,
where the agency is located. I got to see
Georgia in action.  A client was talking
about a difficult situation.  You could see
from the way he walked up to her and they
hugged, that he trusted her, and he per-
ceived her as a real friend. Georgia listened
to his entire lengthy story. She asked him
questions for clarification and talked with
him further.  Here was safety and commu-
nity.

Georgia cares about community. She is on
the board of Peaceworks, Kansas City, a
group that works for local, national, and in-
ternational peace. During its Trifecta Resista
(three days of nonviolent resistance) last
spring, Georgia crossed the line at the old
Bannister Municipal Complex, what locals
call the city’s “toxic dump,” the site of the
former nuclear weapons complex. The con-
taminants in the soil and air have poisoned
the community’s nearby Blue River and In-
dian Creek. Before crossing she wept as she

Georgia Walker’s Journey
to New Life
By Janice Sevre-Duszynska (ARCWP)

recalled two
aunts who had
worked in the
IRS building who
died in their
early sixties. Like
other workers,
they had died of
bizarre cancers
people attribute
to the toxins pro-
duced by the
making of parts
for nuclear
weapons at the
complex. 

The next day we
sat together on the bus to Whiteman AFB, a
major drone base. She told me she had
been discerning about crossing the line
there, as well. “Do you think I could sur-
vive prison?” she asked. I nodded, and
shared with her my thoughts from my
three-month experience. That’s when I
asked her if she had ever thought about be-
coming a priest. “Yes, I have,” she replied in
a snap, looking me straight in the eye. 

That afternoon she and Nobel Peace Prize
nominee Kathy Kelly walked onto the base.
Each carried a loaf of bread for the guards
and an indictment of the people involved
in drone killings, from the President to the
remote control drone operators. 

During their December 10th trial in federal
court, Georgia testified: “We were grieved
about the killing of women and children
from that base.…I’ve been concerned about
the large amount of civilians being killed. I
object to extrajudicial killing, outside a
court. It’s immoral, illegal, and uncon-
scionable.”

U.S. Federal Magistrate Judge Matt Whit-
worth sentenced Kathy Kelly to three
months in federal prison but Georgia got
just one year of supervised probation.

Georgia was born and raised in Kansas
City. She has four degrees in sociology from

Rochester Inclusive
Parish Honors Pastor’s
40th Anniversary
By Marilu Aguilar

continued on page 4

On October 4, 2014, Fr. Jim Callan, of Spiri-
tus Christi Church in Rochester, New York
was celebrated by his parish on the 40th
anniversary of his ordination to the priest-
hood.  To honor Fr. Callan on this occasion
and for his well known, long time commit-
ment to women’s equality in the Roman
Catholic Church, WOC presented him
with a beautiful chalice.  I am pictured
here to the right, seen here with Fr. Callan.
Fr. Callan was also given an album filled
with congratulatory letters and well
wishes from some of his heroes, other sup-
porters of women’s equality, including
Joan Chittister, John Dear, Roy Bourgeois,
NCR, Fr. Richard Rohr, Angela Bonavoglia,
and others.

Women priests Janice Sevre-Duszynska, left, and Dotty Shugrue, right, bless Georgia
Walker at St. Mark Hope and Peace Lutheran Church in Kansas City, Mo. 
Photo credit Dawn Cherie Araujo, National Catholic Reporter.

Fr. Jim Callan (left) received WOC chalice from WOC
board member Marilu Aguilar (right).

continued on page 5
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News & Notes

the University of Missouri-Columbia, Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas City, and Uni-
versity of Kansas where she specialized in
medical sociology, gerontology, political
economy, and social political analysis She
has taught sociology for many years at all
three of these universities and at the Fed-
eral Prison in Leavenworth, Kansas at both
the undergraduate and graduate levels.
During that time she was also on a consult-
ing team for the World Health Organiza-
tion and traveled to many developing
countries to help them plan social policies
in preparation for the demographic aging
of their populations. She has been active in
practicing restorative justice methods and
utilizing mediation and conflict resolution.
For the past six years she has been active in
social justice activities and the parish coun-
cil of a local RC parish.

In 1985, Georgia Walker experienced a
major conversion and became a Roman
Catholic.   After five years of discernment
and living in community, she became a Sis-
ter of St. Joseph for seven years (she left the
community in 1997).  During that time she
pursued course work for a Master of Arts in
Pastoral Ministry at Aquinas Institute of
Theology in St. Louis.  She is currently
working on a Doctor of Ministry degree.

She still lives in community with five reli-
gious sisters. Here’s some of what her
friend Sr. Rose said about Georgia to Bishop
Bridget Mary Meehan and the community
gathered for her ordination: 

I whole-heartedly recommend Georgia
Walker for ordination to the priesthood.
There are two words that define Geor-
gia: courageous and leader. I have known
Georgia since 2000. Since that time we
have shared community with one an-
other, been co-workers, worshipped to-
gether and been friends.”

Once Georgia is convinced of the need
for something she makes it happen. She
has taken an idea and brought it to
fruition despite many barriers. An ex-
ample is the One World Neighborhood
Café, a catering business that hired ex-
offender women and refugee immi-

grant women at a
sustainable wage.

When our parish in
Kansas City had a
change of pastors
that threatened to
change the culture of
the parish, Georgia
remained on the
Leadership Team
and initiated direct
dialogue with the
priest to challenge
the hierarchical ap-
proach. She is well
respected within the
leadership circle.

When Bishop Finn
fired a friend of
Georgia’s because
she is lesbian and
married, Georgia did
not hesitate to be the
one to stand up to
the bishop and de-
liver the petition in
support of the
woman with 33,000
signatures. She be-
lieves it was wrong
and felt called to
speak out for justice
and compassion.

Georgia will give any
endeavor she believes in, her time and
energy. She is a quick learner and stu-
dious. I have seen her reading book
after book recommended by the Associ-
ation of Roman Catholic Women Priests
(ARCWP). She not only is pleased with
the charism and mission but passionate
and excited.

I have no doubt that once ordained,
Georgia will continue to pursue prac-
tices and worship that are theologically
sound. She will be dialogic and provide
leadership in a non-hierarchal manner.
Kansas City hungers for this.

Georgia plans to minister as a priest with
men and women in five Missouri state pris-
ons located in the Kansas City-St. Joseph
Diocese. She has begun presiding at Eu-
charist in Kansas City: An inclusive com-
munity is emerging where all are welcome
at the table and all will be co-equal in their
participation in liturgy, service, and gover-
nance.

Georgia chose the Feast of the Epiphany for
her ordination because she entered into the
Sisters of St. Joseph on that feast day, so it
has many special memories for her. 

Georgia Walker’s Journey...continued from page 3

Georgia said, “It feels special to me be-
cause of the strong image of light…not
just a reflective kind of light marking the
incarnation of Jesus as God’s love in the
world, but a kind of luminosity shining
out from us as the embodiment of the Di-
vine in our world. As co-heirs and co-cre-
ators, we are compelled to bring hope
and dignity to all without exception, es-
pecially those who are on the margins of
our church and society.”

Janice Sevre-Duszynska (ARCWP), is a for-
mer WOC board member who led the Min-
istry of Irritation, witnessing to the USCCB.
She serves as an activist priest for peace and
justice and celebrates Eucharist at Catholic
Worker Houses, the SOAWatch Vigil, and in
various communities across the country, in-
cluding Lexington, KY and Cincinnati.  As
media representative for ARCWP, in 2013 she
represented women priests during the Con-
clave in Rome and celebrated Eucharist there
five hours before Francis was elected Pope.

Georgia plans to minister as a
priest with men and women in

five Missouri state prisons 
located in the Kansas City-

St. Joseph Diocese.
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African Studies (SOAS) in London. She di-
vided her time between Washington, D.C.
and Rome for the past year in preparation
for this move. 

Kate will continue her work on many of
WOC’s U.S. campaigns and coalition work,
in addition to fostering grassroots support
throughout Europe. Kate blogs for WOC at
www.womensordination.org/blog 
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Kate McElwee Named WOC Co-Executive 
Director, Stationed in Rome
WOC’s Board of Directors is pleased to an-
nounce the promotion of Kate McElwee as
Co-Executive Director, joining her col-
league Erin Saiz Hanna in shared leader-
ship of the organization.  Kate, 29, joined
WOC in 2011 and served as  Membership
Director and Associate Director prior to
being named to her new title.  Stationed in
Rome since August 2014, Kate brings an in-
ternational voice and expertise to the
WOC’s leadership and to the movement at
large.

“As we advocate for renewed leadership
models in our Church, we need to pioneer
new ways of leadership in our organiza-
tion,” stated Jeannette Mulherin, WOC
Board President. “Having Kate in this role
is an exciting moment in WOC's story.”

“Kate has shown herself to be an exemplary
leader, and we are confident she will bring
a much needed international perspective
and voice to our work. We see this develop-

ment as an opportunity to send the mes-
sage that WOC is a player in Rome, poised
to act and respond on the spot to Vatican
initiatives and the media. “ 

Kate has increased public awareness for
women’s ordination in the U.S., and now in
Rome through her work as a member of the
Leadership Circle of Women’s Ordination
Worldwide (WOW), and several lay and
women religious movements in Italy. WOC
is the first women’s ordination organization
to have an advocate stationed in Rome. 

Based on Kate’s innovativeness, organizing
skills, and dedication to the mission of
WOC, as a board we want to recognize
Kate in her tireless work, and affirm this ex-
pansion of our mission and our voice.

Kate earned her bachelor’s degree in reli-
gion from Mount Holyoke College, the old-
est women’s college in the U.S., as well as a
master’s degree in International Human
Rights Law from the School of Oriental and

When Fr. Jim said his first Mass in 1974, he
called for the ordination of women in his
first sermon.  Throughout his priestly
ministry Fr. Callan has lifted women up
by recognizing their gifts and listening to
them.  At Spiritus Christi there are girl
altar servers, women preachers, and a
woman priest and woman lay pastor.  Fr.
Callan has always understood the need
for women in the parish to have women

Rochester Inclusive Parish...continued from page 3

Kate McElwee

equality including, Sr. Teresa Foracdes, 
Dr. Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, Sr.
Theresa Kane, Dr. Tina Beattie, Dr. Patri-
cia Fresen, Dr. Mary Hunt, Fr. Roy Bour-
geois, Jamie Manson, Sr. Mary John
Mananzan, Kate Kelly, Asra Nomani, Sr.
Maureen Fiedler, Fr. Tony Flannery, Bar-
bara Blaine and many more. 

In addition to renowned, energizing
speakers, participants will also enjoy so-
cial events, engaging workshops, inclu-
sive, welcoming prayer and other
liturgies, and opportunities to participate
in grassroots action. There is still time to
propose a workshop or host an exhibit
booth should you feel inspired (find out
how on pages 8-9).

If you have not yet registered for the con-
ference, there is still time. Your presence
and witness at this historic event is im-
portant to us. We hope to see you there! 

Our Strength Comes from 
Our Stories of Witness and Action...
continued from page 1

role models of leadership and strength and
who give them hope, especially to those
women who are in abusive relationships or
are made to feel marginalized by the
church and men in their lives.  

Marilu Aguilar is a member of the WOC Board
and Spritus Chrisit Church in Rochester, New
York.
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Theological Perspectives

Raymond Cardinal Burke on the Problem of 
Women in the Church 
By Louise M. Doire

When I
first
read

Matthew James
Christoff ’s
interview of
Cardinal Raymond
Leo Burke
published on the
New

Emangelization
Project website, I laughed heartily.
Cardinal Burke’s ridiculous suggestion that
men have been turned off by the Church
because the sanctuary is “full of women,”
and “the activities in the parish and even
the liturgy have been influenced by women
and have become so feminine in many
places that men do not want to get
involved,” seemed too outrageous to take
seriously. When asked about “the state of
men in the Catholic Church,” the recently
demoted Cardinal added, “It’s due to a
number of factors, but the radical feminism
which has assaulted the Church and society
since the 1960s has left men very
marginalized.” This sentence really gave
me pause. I notice that churchmen like
Burke often qualify feminism as “radical.” I
wonder what kind of feminism would not
seem radical to them. I feel it incumbent
upon myself to remind the Cardinal that
his use of the word radical is more
appropriate than even he would realize, for
the word’s origins point to the foundational
roots of a thing; “of, relating to, or
proceeding from a root.” Dear Cardinal
Burke, “radical” feminists, are merely
calling you [the hierarchical church] back to
the roots of our own tradition and of the
Gospel imperative. That the Cardinal
understands this challenge to equality as an
assault on the Church and society is
reminiscent of the 2004 Letter to the Bishops
of the Catholic Church on the Collaboration of
Men and Women in the Church and in the
World, signed by Pope John Paul II but
written by then Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger,
“Recent years have seen new approaches to
women’s issues. A first tendency is to
emphasize strongly conditions of
subordination in order to give rise to
antagonism: women, in order to be
themselves, must make themselves the
adversaries of men. Faced with the abuse of
power, the answer for women is to seek
power. This process leads to opposition
between men and women, in which the
identity and role of one are emphasized to

the disadvantage of the other, leading to
harmful confusion regarding the human
person, which has its most immediate and
lethal effects in the structure of the family.”
The man who would be Pope Benedict XVI
chose his words carefully. The words
antagonism, opposition, adversaries, and lethal
are themselves the tools of a misinterpreted
and misrepresented perception of
feminism, which bring about images of
violence. It is no wonder then, that
Cardinal Burke characterized feminism as
an “assault.” 

The Cardinal went on, “Men are often re-
luctant to become active in the Church. The
feminized environment and the lack of the
Church’s effort to engage men has led
many men to simply opt out.” Following
my brief period of amusement, I stopped
laughing. I stopped laughing because I un-
derstood these comments to be part of a
long history in which women are blamed
during turbulent times. Women, via “radical
feminism” have ruined everything, even
the attendance of men at church. If the
numbers of men at worship has declined it
must be because women are there. It does
not take much analysis to notice that the
Cardinal’s unsubstantiated conclusions
about the motivations of men are actually
quite insulting to men. “Aspects of the
Church’s life that emphasized the man�like
character of devotion and sacrifice have
been deemphasized. Devotions that re-
quired time and effort were simply aban-
doned. Everything became so easy and
when things are easy, men don’t think it is
worth the effort,” he said. At another point
in the interview he recalled conversations
with men in the 1970s, “they were, in a cer-
tain way, frightened of marriage because of
the radicalizing and self-focused attitudes
of women that were emerging at that time.
These young men were concerned that en-
tering a marriage would simply not work
because of a constant and insistent de-
manding of rights for women.” The Cardi-
nal certainly does not display a very good
opinion of men. In one moment of reflec-
tion, they are uninterested and retreat into
boredom if there is no challenge (rather
than create their own). In another, they are
frightened away by the challenge of
women and their relentless demands for
equality. It is difficult to understand what
qualifies as “manly character,” a phrase that
Burke frequently  invokes.

Glaringly absent in the Cardinal’s rant is
the presence of any sociological or ecclesi-

astical research data to support his claims
that if men are slacking in church atten-
dance it is because of the presence of
women. His conclusions constitute what
my friends and I call “M-U-S,” or “Made Up
Stuff.” In fact, his declaration that men are
opting out of church because of the pres-
ence of too many women is not supported
by data. The research actually indicates that
what was once a gender gap in church at-
tendance has actually disappeared. “There
is emerging evidence that women’s long-
standing loyalty to the church can no
longer be taken for granted,” researchers
William D’Antonio of Catholic University
of America, Michele Dillon of the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, and Mary Gautier
wrote in their 2013 publication American
Catholics in Transition. Gautier, of the Center
for Applied Research in the Apostolate
(CARA) at Georgetown University stated,
“It’s troubling. The difference between men
and women is just gone.” There you have
it. The Cardinal’s assertions are simply
wrong. There are no more women than
men in the Church. The Church has not
been “feminized” by the overwhelming dis-
proportionate presence of women. The Car-
dinal would do well to pay attention to the
facts and concern himself with all potential
members of the Church, not exclusively
men. 

So, why would the Cardinal jump to such
conclusions? Perhaps it is convenient to
scapegoat women. If he simply blames this
presumed lack of male interest on the
women, he does not have to consider other
possibilities. He does not have to look inter-
nally to the issues within the Church that
might be turning men (and, for that matter,
women) away. He does not have to con-
sider that men and women might opt out
because of the pedophile scandal or the
Church’s treatment of its LGBT members,
or the Church’s inherent sexism, or simply
because some might find the Church irrele-
vant in some key areas of their lives. He
does not have to think about complex and
diverse possibilities. It is much easier to
blame women. This is a time-honored tactic
in the Church, of course, dating back to the
Patristics,throughout the ages to the Vati-
can’s recent assault on the LCWR and
American nuns. 

Welcome to the witch hunt, Your Eminence. 

Louise M. Doire, M.Div.m Department of Reli-
gious Studiesm College of Charlestonm
Charleston, SC.

Louise M. Doire
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Walking with Women Called

Walking With Women Called, an
Encounter with Jacqueline Straub
By Kate McElwee

On a rainy February day I had the
opportunity to meet with
Jacqueline Straub, a young woman

visiting Rome with her parish from Vienna.
I first learned of Jacqueline, vocal about her
call to the priesthood, from a German
documentary series called #ForChristsSake,
which highlights the stories of three people
who experience calls to ministry in their
faith traditions, but because of their gender,
sexuality, or relationships are not able to
officially pursue their vocation. 

As soon as I saw the video, I wrote to
Jacqueline on behalf of WOC to commend
her bravery and offer our prayers and sup-
port for the prophetic witness she brings
our church. While she was in Rome we sat
down together with her priest and talked
about the women’s ordination movement
and our hopes for the future. What I loved
about meeting Jacqueline was that she says
things so few people in the movement say
today: “I have time. I can wait. Things will
change.” Her optimism was a shot in the
arm, especially in what can feel like a lost
game. While her words and story may
seem simple, there is a resolute directness
(and perhaps a Millennial confidence) that
brings insight to another generation of
women called, confronting injustice in their
way.  It was an honor to share the strides
and supportive networks of WOC with
Jacqueline, as she is excited to be more con-
nected to the global movement. 

Here is some of our conversation and further
correspondence, translated from German and
edited for clarity. 

When did you recognize your call to
priesthood? 
I have had this desire, and experienced this
call from God, in my heart since I was fif-
teen years old. As I started my theology
studies, I believed that by the time I gradu-
ated, I would be able to become a priest. 

The problems and challenges of achieving
this dream quickly became clear. I knew it
would not be easy, as a young woman, to
take on the entrenched hierarchy but I also
knew God had called me. God gives me
great strength and determination, and the
certainty that I will achieve something –
what that entails will likely become clearer
when I look back years from now. I am con-
fident that I am a beloved child of God
within the Catholic Church.

How does this affect your spirituality
and day-to-day life? 
Ever since I carried this calling in my heart,
I have lived in hope and trust that my
dream of being recognized as a Roman
Catholic priest will come true. Only God
knows how we will achieve this goal. And
so I am trying – with the abilities and pos-
sibilities I have to make an impact: I speak
publicly on the topic to make people more
aware. I am always standing up and speak-
ing out for the equality of women in the
Catholic Church. I take small steps with pa-
tience, humility, and modesty but they are
clearing a path that will cut through the
rigidity and fear of the hierarchical arm of
the church.

You have mentioned the importance
of working within the Church for
change, a difficult path. How does
this manifest for you? 
I am absolutely convinced that the
church—where I am most at home—carries
forth the message of Jesus Christ, and so it
is precisely because of the church’s imper-
fections that I criticize its administration, in
the hope that we can all grow and develop
as the faithful.  I want the  church to be a
place where future generations will be at
home. A place where people feel nourished
and accepted, not excluded. In order to
bring the lost sheep back within the fold,
there will need to be radical changes –
changes that are long overdue. 

The church is like other areas of life where
we need to find new ways to treat each
other, and rejuvenate ways to express our
faith. Language needs to be updated so that
young people can also understand the mes-
sage of Jesus; the out-dated power struc-
tures also need to be broken down; the
approach to marginalized groups needs to
be compassionate and more like Jesus;
problems must be openly discussed and
not only among theologians and lay people
but within the Curia as well.

There needs to be a radical cleansing of old
clichés and repeated gender roles that have
long ago been shown no longer useful or
correct. It is important to find a collective
path toward dialogue.

How is women's equality regarded in
your country, including talking about
the issue openly?  
I live in a country where women have
every opportunity in their professional and
personal lives. I, too, am free to do almost

anything, except, of course, become a
priest. I am taking a class on human rights
and want to write my thesis on the exclu-
sion of women from the priesthood as a
human rights issue. 

The Catholic Church cannot and should
not be able to close down the debate about
the equality of women in their own ranks.
The complete equality of men and women
in the church is not an illusion or desire
that doesn’t feel equal – no, the complete
equality of men and women is a fundamen-
tal message of Jesus Christ, an essential
Christian teaching. 

You seem optimistic about the future.
It is refreshing to hear, but…
Of course, I will not become a Roman
Catholic priest tomorrow—of this I am fully
aware. I understand the theological discus-
sions and the official teaching on “author-
ity,” and recognize that it is not speedy but
it is also not impossible. The pursuit of the
truth must go on. All of the faithful in the
church can call on the strength of the Holy
Spirit in this search. If the church stops
seeking the truth, she will stand still, but
the faithful simply don’t have the luxury to
stand still and not serve—as women called
to be priests we must advance our disciple-
ship! 

The arguments from Inter Insigniores have
been disproved, and the dogmatic binding
order from Ordinatio Sacerdotalis are highly
questionable. It is a costly present that God
has given me, but I would be betraying
God and myself if I stay silent. The truth
must be sought anew because the exclusion
of women from the priesthood is unbear-
able.

I will continue to stand up for my calling to
the priesthood and continue on this path,
one that many other women have trav-
elled. I will not give up.

I know my dream of becoming a priest will
only be realized in the future, and yet
dreams come true when you actually take
part in helping them come about.  And that
is exactly what I will continue to do – stand
up and be brave!

Kate McElwee and Jacqueline Straub
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  What We See and Say Matters
By Kathleen Gibbons Schuck

Ihear the chimes. They awaken me from
deep and restful sleep. Grateful to
begin a new day, I savor the exquisite

warmth of being wrapped in the safety of
a supportive mattress, comfy sheets and a
warm comforter. I roll back the covers and
step into the new day.

Can You Hear Me Now? 
Our daughter completes her first week of
high school theology. That evening, she
asks, “Mom, why is it that Monsignor
treats Dad so differently than he treats
you? You’re much more involved in our
parish.”  I respond perhaps it is because
Monsignor is older and more comfortable
dealing with men than women, to which
Annie responds, “Grandpa’s older than
Monsignor yet he treats you the same as
he treats Uncle Brendan and Uncle Jim.” 

When truth is spoken, it resonates deeply.
I look, and in that moment realize, at fif-
teen, our daughter notices her parents
being treated differently by the man who
leads our faith community. She questions
this apparent inconsistency. In that mo-
ment, I see clearly I am complicit in a sys-
tem I no longer believe in. I see my
questions reflected in her question, and re-
alize it is time to face what I have long sup-
pressed: a repeating pattern of accepting
inappropriate behavior from clergy.

Flashback to 1979 when a different Monsi-
gnor feels he can no longer trust his team
and so dismisses the entire staff of the arch-
diocesan development office. What is im-
plied yet never spoken out loud is,
“Someone stole money. We don’t know
who, so everyone is presumed guilty and
must go.” Perplexed, I feel I am being
treated unjustly. I have done nothing im-
proper. I have no voice and no vote…and
now, no job and no car!

It is 1980 when I first tell myself engage-
ment is the key to changing the system. I
enthusiastically serve as a lector, Eucharistic
Minister, member of the parish council,
Chair of the Liturgy Committee, minister of
hospitality, script seller; you see me work-
ing in the kitchen at the carnival, coordinat-
ing pictures with Santa at the Christmas
bazaar, planning special liturgies, taking
photos at the play, coaching CYO sports,
and facilitating fundraisers. 

During a training session a year before the
rollout of the Latin Missal changes, Monsi-
gnor suggests I must be a “radical feminist”
due to my response to his musings that
some people in the pews change the pro-
noun “He” to “God” when they respond.
When the training ended, six people ap-
proached me and apologized for how Mon-
signor treated me. I saw the pattern clearly:
the protocol is not to mention anything to
the person doing the abusing. Others who
see it will apologize to the people who are
judged, or treated unfairly.

I remember our daughter, in seventh and
eighth grade, arriving home adamant about
the recurring requests heard over the
school’s public announcement system,
“Would you please send four strong boys
down to the office?” Stronger than many of
the boys in her class, Ann is bothered when
she is discounted, effectively erased from
the pool of the strong.

I remember the principal telling us the pas-
tor vetoed the idea of parents blessing their
children during the eighth grade gradua-
tion mass. No conversation. The pastor was
clear; he would do any blessing. 

When I look in my daughter’s eyes, it takes
my breath away. The intensity of the mes-
sage hits me like a ton of bricks. Feels like,
“Engage even when you compromise your-
self in the process” is the message I model.
This is not the legacy I choose to pass on to
my daughter.

Which Way Do I Turn?
I wonder, “Where would I find an alterna-
tive?” An internet search and due diligence
surfaces the community of Saint Mary
Magdalene in Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania.
The co-pastors are ordained Roman
Catholic WomenPriests. Even though it’s a
forty-minute drive, I decide I owe it to my-
self to investigate. I park on School Lane,
just off Burmont. I notice the sign out front.
I walk in the door, up the steps, and open
the fire door.

What I see are smiling folks chatting with
each other, a circle of chairs, colorful ban-
ners, and scaffolding. Looks like they’re
doing some work on the windows I con-
clude.

I take two steps into the room when a
woman about my age walks over and intro-
duces herself as Eileen. She invites me to
make a nametag. Within three minutes, I
meet multiple men and women, learn
Eileen is one of the pastors, and discover
I’m really curious about what happens in
this space.

I hear, “We use inclusive language… in the
name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Liber-
ating Spirit… our homilies are interactive…
we say the words of consecration to-
gether…blessed is the One who comes…
all are welcome to communion…” In-
trigued, this experience feels closer to a
twelve-step meeting than a Catholic Mass.
We sit in a circle sharing from our hearts.
Feels like I belong here. 

When Mass ends, Fritz announces there’s a
community meeting. He facilitates. I stay.
This community makes decisions after lis-
tening to the voices of the people. Every
person is seen. Every voice is heard. Every-
one gets a vote. Feels natural. The irony
does not escape me: Until a week ago, I
didn’t even know this community existed.

Kathleen Gibbons Schuck

When truth is spoken, it resonates
deeply. I look, and in that

moment realize, at fifteen, our
daughter notices her parents

being treated differently by the
man who leads our faith

community. She questions this
apparent inconsistency. 

continued on page 9
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From Rome

The Permission Slip
The following week Mary invites me to
serve as Eucharistic Minister. As I pour
water and say, “By the mingling of this
water and wine, may we come to share
in the divinity of Christ, who humbled
himself to share in our humanity,” I feel
a jolt as something releases deep in the
center of my body. Now I get it; this is
where I belong. As I drive home, the
questions begin, “Who signed the per-
mission slip that allowed you to say
those words out loud? Who do you
think you are?” 

“Shame on you” is the graffiti chiseled in
the backyard of my soul. Sometimes it
dominates when my critical inside voice
alternately yells at me, “You’re not good
enough” and “Who do you think you
are?”  Here’s the amazing thing: The
people in the community of Saint Mary
Magdalene reflect and call me to show
up as my deepest, most authentic self.
That energizes me. It is incredibly free-
ing!

I tell myself animating community is my
role. I begin a local community. I wrestle
with the idea of pursuing ordination. I
come to discover my deepest desire mir-
rors God’s desire for me. Even though I
never thought of myself as a priest or in
a prophetic role, I give myself permis-
sion to apply to be ordained a Roman
Catholic WomenPriest. The whole-
hearted journey heals my body, mind
and soul.

Mother May I
When I initially share my plans with my
mother, she responds, “Women priests:
not in your life time!” and pleads, “Kath-
leen, can’t you find a way you can live
within the system?”

After I am ordained a deacon, my
mother observes, “Perhaps it’s time for
our church to come into the century we
live in.”  To that, I say, “Amen. Alleluia!”

Kathleen Gibbons Schuck is an inter-spritual
coach, officiant, and story-teller at With You
in Joy. Ordained a deacon in 2014, Kathy
lives in Blue Bell, PA, with her partner, 
Stan, and their daughter, Ann. Contact
Kathy at kschuck55@gmail.com or
www.smmcommunity.org.

What We See and Say Matters...
continued from page 8  “Women’s Cultures” Meetings at the

Vatican Unsurprisingly Come Up Short
By Kate McElwee

survival to even know about this out-
reach, much less respond in the week
they were given to do so.

Reports showed that 250 videos were re-
ceived, “a number from women’s ordina-
tion activists.”5 In a live-broadcasted public
event in Teatro Argentina, the Italian televi-
sion network RAI debuted their compila-
tion, with Cardinal Ravasi and Nancy Brilli,
among about one hundred people in the
audience. 

I had the opportunity to attend the event in
Rome and offer my observations. 

Low points:
• While men played music on a stage,

men read quotes from other men: John
Dunne; Joseph Conrad; Vittorio
Zucconi. A young married couple
came to the stage and only the
husband spoke. In discussing how
women are treated in the workplace,
an article and photos of Italian
politician Marco Buselli were used.
These insensitivities to the loss of
women’s narratives is not only jarring,
but inexcusable. 

• Stock images of women of color in
colorful clothes without context,
without a voice, without their stories
(and I am assuming without their
consent), flashed on a screen to uppity
jazz music. Displaying images of
women in war-torn countries, with
children, praying, crying: who are
these women? 

The Vatican’s Pontifical
Council for Culture
took on the task of

organizing a four-day event
in Rome on “Women’s
Cultures,” calling for wider
discussions on the place for
women in societies,
“between equality and
difference.”  

For one, ill-timed twelve-
day period (December 23-
January 4), the Council
asked women to respond to
the prompts by submitting
one-minute videos or photo-
graphs: “At what point are we
today, as women?  I am sure
you have asked yourself many times, who you
are, what you do, what you think about your
being a woman, your strengths, your difficul-
ties, your body, and your spiritual life. If you
want to, you can share your vision.”  

Italian actress Nancy Brilli was featured in
two YouTube videos calling for women to
participate (using the social media hashtag,
#LifeofWomen), one in Italian and one in
English. The English language video was
removed within days of release after storms
of confusion and disgust over the “coquet-
tish” Brilli. However, the video was well re-
ceived in Italy: another reminder that “the
Vatican often forgets it’s a global institution,
not an Italian one.”1

Cardinal Ravasi, president of the Council,
later admitted that the Council “made a
mistake”2 with the video and actress, but I
suspect he had little to do with it, as an un-
named ad hoc Consulta Femminile have been
reported instrumental in the production of
this effort.  Nevertheless, the Council for
Culture’s members are all ordained men,
and while there is a group of “consultors”
that include women (as well as Spanish Fr.
D’Ors, who has spoken out for women’s or-
dination), it is unclear how engaged any of
them are as non-members.3

Mary Hunt described this effort in a recent
Religion Dispatches article as a “pitiful effort
to solicit women’s input.”4 Hunt continues,

What small sliver of the population has
the time, energy, technology, and/or in-
clination to make such a video? Most of
the world’s women are too busy finding
potable water and safe food, too bur-
dened with childrearing and economic

We Are Church Ireland takes action Dublin nunciature, 
February 17, 2015.

continued on page 13
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WOW’s third international conference will take place in
Philadelphia, 18-20 September 2015. Advocates for women’s equality
in the Roman Catholic Church from around the world will gather to
celebrate, be inspired, and join together as we grow our movement.
The theme of the conference is Gender, Gospel, and Global Justice.
In addition, we will celebrate WOC’s 40th anniversary! 

Over three days, you will have the opportunity to:

• Network with individuals and groups working for women’s
equality in the Catholic Church 

• Participate in women-centered, feminist theology, liturgies,
and leadership in prayerful interfaith action

• Learn more about the impacts of the Catholic Church on women
and girls around the world

• Take a stan  d against misogyny and sexism in religion

Register, propose a workshop, or obtain exhibitor information can be
found at www.womensordinationworldwide.org 

  Registration 
Registration includes all conference workshops, academic seminars with renowned
theologians, special events and receptions, and opportunities to take action.

• $275 Early Bird Registration (available until April 15, 2015)

• $300 Registration (April 16, 2015 to July 31, 2015)

• $350 Late Registration (After August 1, 2015)

In order to be reimbursed for conference costs, cancellations 
must be received in writing by July 31, 2015. 

Hotel Information
The WOW Conference will be held at the Philadelphia Marriott
Downtown, 1201 Market Street, Philadelphia, Penn. Hotel room
reservations for the conference will be accepted by until
Wednesday, August 12, 2015, 4:00 pm CST. Sleeping room
reservations made after this date may not be eligible for the
group rate and the hotel may be full. 

Please book your room via the WOW booking form operated by
NIX — they need a credit card to reserve and secure a room but
no money will be taken from that card until the conference. The
reservation serves to guarantee the booking. Rooms will be paid
at the hotel at checkout.

Do not book your room directly through Marriott. WOW has
negotiated the conference rate of $159 per room per night, plus
tax. The current rate offered by the Marriott on-line is $259 so if
you book via WOW it is a big saving.

Exhibit
Would you or your organization like to exhibit at our
conference? One booth includes one conference
registration. Exhibit space applications will be accepted
through Wednesday, 26 August 2015.

Submit a workshop proposal on
the theme of Gender, Gospel or
Global Justice 
We encourage workshops that address the theme of the
conference through multicultural, international, feminist, and
intersectional lenses.
Deadline is April 15, 2015.
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Women’s Ordination Worldwide Third International Conference

Teresa Forcades, nicknamed “Europe’s most radical nun” is a
Catalan physician, a Benedictine sister and social activist. Her
international reputation includes her politics on Catalan
independence, her criticism of the pharmaceutical industry, and
her writings on misogyny in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, feminist theologian, writer, and
Stendahl Professor of Divinity at Harvard Divinity School. She
is credited for coining the word “kyriarchy” in her book But She
Said: Feminist Practices of Biblical Interpretation.

Theresa Kane, Mercy sister, professor, and former president of
the LCWR who issued a public plea to Pope John Paul II calling
on him to include women in all ministries of the church. 

Tina Beattie, British theologian, writer, and broadcaster. She is
the Professor of Catholic  Studies at the University of
Roehampton in London and Director of the Digby Stuart
Research Centre for Religion, Society and Human Flourishing.

Patricia Fresen, South African writer and Roman Catholic
theologian. Dr. Fresen was excommunicated and expelled from
her Dominican order following her ordination with Roman
Catholic Womenpriests. 

Mary Hunt, feminist theologian, writer, co-founder and co-
director of the Women’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual
(WATER) in Silver Spring, Maryland. 

Shannen Dee Williams, historian of the United States and the
black Catholic diaspora. She teaches courses in U.S., African-
American, women’s, religious, and civil rights histories.

Roy Bourgeois, social justice advocate, Noble Peace Prize
nominee and founder of the School of the Americas (SOA) Watch.
He served as a Roman Catholic priest for forty years as a member
of the Maryknoll community until he was expelled for refusing
to recant his support for women’s ordination

Jamie Manson, writer and nationally recognized media
commentator on issues related to LGBT Catholics, young adult
Catholics, and women in the church.

Kate Kelly, Mormon feminist, human rights lawyer, and former
member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS
Church) who was excommunicated for starting the LDS Ordain
Women Movement. 

Asra Nomani, feminist activist and former reporter for the Wall
Street Journal for fifteen years, is the author of Standing Alone: An
American Woman’s Struggle for the Soul of Islam. Nomani’s story is
surveyed in the documentary, The Mosque in Morgantown.  

Maureen Fiedler, Ph.D, Sister of Loretto and host of Interfaith
Voices, a public radio show. She has been involved in interfaith
activities for more than three decades as an active participant in
coalitions working for social justice, racial and gender equality,
and peace.

Barbara Blaine, founder and president of Survivors Network of
those Abused by Priests (SNAP), a national advocacy group for
survivors of clerical sexual abuse.

Kristina Keneally, liberation theologian, Catholic feminist, and
former Australian politician who was the 42nd Premier of New
South Wales. 

Tony Flannery, Irish Redemptorist priest and writer threatened
by the Vatican with excommunication for his support discussion
on women’s ordination. 

Mari Steed’s life story is similar to the subject of the movie
“Philomena.” Her Irish birth mother was sent to live and work in
one of the Magdalene Laundries where she was forced to give
up her 18-month-old daughter, Mari. Mari was adopted by a
suburban Philadelphia couple and when she became an adult
she launched a search to find her birth mother.  

Maeve O’Rourke, lawyer and advocate with the Justice for
Magdalenes campaign.

Ursula King, internationally renowned scholar on spirituality,
interfaith dialogue, women, and religion.

Genny Dumay, Filippino Good Shepherd Sister and grassroots
activist, who advocates for indigenous people and marginalized
women. 

Christine Fernando, Sri Lankan sister and tireless advocate
working to end violence against women.

Christina Rees, well-known writer, broadcaster, and public
speaker. She is a member of the General Synod of the Church of
England and chair of Women and the Church (WATCH), which
recently won their campaign women bishops. 

Paul Collins, Australian historian, broadcaster, and religious
writer. In March 2001 he resigned from his role as a Catholic
priest due to a dispute with the Vatican’s Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith over his book, Papal Power.

Speakers 
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Book Review

Theresa A. Yugar, Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz: Feminist 
Reconstruction of Biography and Text. Eugene, OR: 
Wipf & Stock, 2014. 160 pages. ISBN 162564440X, $16.00
Reviewed by Sheila Peiffer
Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz has finally begun
to achieve the recognition she deserves as
an accomplished poet, philosopher, theolo-
gian, advocate for women’s rights and first
published feminist of the New World.  Liv-
ing in the last half of the 17th century, Sor
Juana navigated the complex waters of a
class-dominated society where women
were not considered worth educating, let
alone being published or engaged in aca-
demic pursuits and where the citizens of
“New Spain” (contemporary Mexico) vied
for a voice in a traditional culture con-
structed by strict secular and Church hier-
archies that excluded most people of mixed
race backgrounds.  As a woman who was
the illegitimate daughter of a Spaniard ab-
sent father and a respectable, landed Creole
mother, Sor Juana was automatically as-
signed a certain social role.  Nonetheless,
she managed not only to bridge those dif-
ferent cultures and worldviews, but also to
make lasting contributions to the literary
and theological disciplines of her time and
beyond.  

Yugar’s new book, Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz:
Feminist Reconstruction of Biography and Text
provides an insightful entry into the many
influences on Sor Juana and the place that
she occupied in her particular historical and
social milieu.  Yugar’s book provides appo-
site biographical and sociological analysis
for us to appreciate the weighty challenges
that faced Sor Juana and the impact that
her wit, literary fluency, wide-ranging
knowledge, and accomplished writing had
on both her contemporaries and present
day search for models of feminist accom-
plishments.  Sor Juana not only operated in
a system that maintained male superiority
over women, but also in one that favored a
white, privileged ruling class. Her restless
intelligence and relentless pursuit of the in-
tellectual discussions of her time, combined
with her intimate experience of Nahua
Mesoamerican beliefs enabled her to forge
a liberative Latina ecclesiological paradigm
based on a holistic understanding of “a God
who is not only all-knowing but who also
accompanies God’s people daily, diria-
mente.” (p. 23) 

Yugar evinces a thorough familiarity with
burgeoning sorjuanista scholarship. Her
own particular emphases are stated at the
outset:  to demonstrate that “Sor Juana is
not only a precursor feminist but also an

ecofeminist and theologian.” (p. 22) Yugar
draws on the methodologies of two promi-
nent Catholic feminist theologians in this
endeavor, Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza and
Rosemary Radford Ruether.  Fiorenza’s
“feminist historical reconstruction” and
Ruether’s “feminist liberationist and eco-
logical approach” provide the heuristic lens
through which Yugar examines “the inter-
section of Sor Juana’s life and texts with her
subsequent censure of patriarchally-based
inequalities in 17th-century New Spain.” 
(p. 95)

In the biographical section, Yugar empha-
sizes the importance of three different com-
munities of women who played in her
formation:  being raised in a household
predominantly composed of sisters, aunts,
grandmother, and single mother; serving as
one of a bevy of ladies-in-waiting in the
Vicereina’s court as a teen; and, finally, en-
tering the convent in young adulthood,
where she remained until her death in her
late forties.  Her Meso-American mother
managed a large hacienda, the politically
savvy Virreina encouraged her literary
voice, and the strong religious women at St.
Paula’s who lived behind convent walls, all
supported and nurtured a spirit that was,
from all accounts, independent, passionate,
curious, inventive, and determined from
early childhood.

Given all these characteristics of Sor Juana’s
“her-story” it seems inevitable that she ran
into trouble with the Church hierarchy.
The nuances of the controversy are com-
plex and interwoven with both ecclesial
and political intrigue.  All agree that she
was “treated like a pawn in a quarrel be-
tween two powerful princes of the Roman
Catholic Church.” (p. 67) The Spanish In-
quisition was a contemporary reality of
which Sor Juana was all too familiar.
Nonetheless, she dared to write La Re-
spuesta (The Response), which not only
publicly refuted accusations about herself,
but also repudiated the “misogynistic and
patriarchal assumptions that women are in-
capable of reason and are subordinate in
status to men.” (p. 70) Yugar points out Sor
Juana’s advocacy for different sources of
wisdom beyond Scripture and even beyond
books, to include “the intricate structures of
this world” and all of God’s creation (p. 73),
demonstrating one aspect of Sor Juana’s
emerging holistic, ecofeminist approach to
her 17th-century New Spain world.  

Yugar also analyzes another major work of
Sor Juana, El Sueno (The Dream).  Here,
Yugar concentrates on one major metaphor
in the poem, that of noise and silence, in
order to explore what it means to be human
and to ponder “the tensions that co-existed
in her land while at the same time envision-
ing a renewed society where all relation-
ships between humans, earth, and the
divine are equal.” (p. 93) Yugar argues that
Sor Juana’s sueno is panentheistic, where
“[G]od permeated all of creation” and she
presciently call for the “interrelatedness of
all people with the cosmos.” (pp. 93–94)

Yugar’s slim work on Sor Juana Ines de la
Cruz will give those unfamiliar with this
“first feminist” of the New World a good
basic introduction to her life, work, and
times, but also will pique the interest of
those more knowledgeable about Sor Juana
with some astute insights into her place in
feminist herstory.  Sor Juana deserves the
attention of scholars like Yugar, for, as Rose-
mary Radford Ruether states in the intro-
duction, “Sor Juana challenged the Church
to affirm a fuller vision of what the mission
of the church is all about, for both equality
and justice for women with men and care
for God’s creation.” (p. xii) Reading this ac-
count of a 17th-century search for justice
and equality reminds us how much of Sor
Juana’s sueno remains unfulfilled.

Sheila Peiffer is currently on the WOC board
and lives in Connecticut with her husband. 
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• The event concluded with screenshots
from social media, highlighting those
who used the hashtag #LifeofWomen:
a very selective sampling, void of the
overwhelming numbers of those from
Women’s Ordination Conference
members and for those in favor of
women’s ordination. Again, this
political editing undermines the
Council’s very “attempt” to amplify
the voices of women; women have
been anonymous voices and
instrumental players erased and
silenced throughout history, and this
was no different. As a colleague
recently said, “There are good
intentions. But the barriers are up
against women.”6

High points:
• This happened. Yes, it is a crumb. But

fighting the forces of Italian, Vatican,
and patriarchal norms, a public forum
where women were discussed, with
women in the room is significant.

• Some of the work that women
religious do to fight sex trafficking,
domestic violence, poverty, and
inequality was highlighted, although
in a strange, “Vagina Monologue”
starkness—three women religious
were able to hold a microphone and
talk about their life’s work, with
Cardinals and ambassadors in the
same room.

• Clips from public policy expert Anne
Marie Slaughter’s TED talk on why
women “still can’t have it all,” where
she discusses “real equality” as not
valuing women on male terms. This
excerpt expanded on the issue of
childcare, maternity and paternity
leave, “a culture of care,” socializing
men and women to embrace roles
within the family and the workplace,
and generally how women (and family
life) are treated in the workplace.

• Theologian Marinella Perroni’s
#LifeofWomen video was included in
the final screening. Perroni was
president of the Italian Women’s
Theologian collective, and is a strong
advocate for women in the Church
and society.7

Overall, this exercise shows us how clumsy
the Vatican can be with anything to do with
women. 

And the uniqueness of this event and its in-
tentions are undermined by two other fac-
tors: the Preliminary Report on Women’s

Cultures, submitted by the Italian Consulta
Femminile and the accompanying image
Man Ray image, Venere Restaurata (1936.)

When this image was first noticed by
Women’s Ordination Worldwide organiz-
ers, we thought perhaps it was someone
subversively acknowledging the role of
women in the Church, or even giving
more credit than is due, perhaps meant to
depict the struggles of women in the
Church and society. However, We Are
Church Ireland organizer, Solime Humbert
added some context: 

Like many other male Surrealist artists,
Man Ray tended to objectify women and de-
fine them as subordinates…there is a recur-
rent sadistic streak in his artwork, as well as
in his relationships with women, character-
ized by domination and aggression.8

Mary Hunt agrees: “Unless the document
writers are willing to concede (which they
do not) that the Roman Catholic Church’s
theology and policies on sex and reproduc-
tion tie women in knots (except for their
Fallopian tubes), I respectfully suggest that
this image, like the YouTube video, be re-
tired before it causes more scandal….For
too many people such imagery is not fifty
shades of anything but violence and op-
pression.”9

The report, which bears no “official” teach-
ing or endorsement is divided into four 
disjointed categories, essentially acknowl-
edging that women are different; generativ-
ity, explained only in terms of a woman’s
womb; the pressure of “culture” on
women’s bodies; and roles women might
take on in the life of the church, if they
haven’t already fled.  

While the report acknowledged some gen-
der-specific violence against women, it was
fraught with socially-constructed stereo-
types and attempts to say they are “nat-
ural,” with corresponding gender-defined
roles and an extraordinary focus on a
woman’s womb. This thinking and lan-
guage have been challenged and rejected
in scholarship for decades, and are wildly
culturally and spiritually unacceptable. 

The report also categorically rejected the
idea of women’s ordination, stating that
“statistically it is not something that women
want,”10 despite the reports that said “a
number” of the submission for the #Lifeof-
Women Campaign were from ordination
advocates… and no statistics are cited.

I must admit that watching the event in
Rome, and the subsequent responses from
feminists in the U.S., I developed a sort of

protective stance toward the whole
“Women’s Cultures” experience. While I
overwhelmingly agree with the outrage,
when it comes to women, the Vatican is a
walking target: a huge, easy target. The im-
mediate disdain and sarcasm, followed by
familiar canned responses removes any
light from gray areas, which I believe exist.
Perhaps the human attached to the voice
gets lost from Rome to Washington, but
when we lose sight of the human element,
we lose sight of nuance and the possibility
for change. 

I had the experience recently of asking in a
social media forum for self-identified
Catholic women if any had received a re-
sponse from the Pontifical Council for Cul-
ture from their videos or photos. The
response was immediate sarcasm, snark,
and did you really think you would? Of course
not. I know the internet is cruel, but when
seasoned or older feminists shut down a
woman who is still asking questions, who is
still willing to entertain hope, perhaps this
calls for some self-reflection and openness.

I recognize that it can be unpopular to say,
“it’s complicated,” even just as an observa-
tion and not as a justification, but that is my
sense of the efforts from the Pontifical
Council for Culture. It is complicated. I be-
lieve they are receiving bad advice and
playing a safe (and frankly insulting) game,
but in some sense are doing something
new. Not enough, yes, and patriarchy is a
slow beast.  But as feminists we must con-
tinue our refrains against the beast, and at
least for now, this feminist wants to shed a
little light and remain hopeful for the
movement. 

Women’s Cultures...continued from page 11

continued on page 18

Man Ray, Venere Restaurata (1936).
Source: www.cultura.va
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Recent Events

Kate McElwee is WOC Co-Executive Director,
based in Rome. Follow Kate at WOC’s Blog, The
Table: www.womensordination.org/blog 

Notes
1 Vatican hits sour note with women, but

progress may come, AP
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EU_RE
L_VATICAN_WOMEN?SITE=AP&SEC-
TION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

2 Vatican’s smartest kid in the class keeps 
making waves, Crux http://www.cruxnow.com/
church/2015/01/08/catholic-cardinal-vaticans-
smartest-kid-in-the-class-keeps-making-waves/

3 Vatican consultant ‘absolutely’ in favour of
women priests, Irish Times http://www.irish-
times.com/news/world/europe/vatican-
consultant-absolutely-in-favour-of-women-
priests-1.1989855

4 Vatican Council on Women would be Funny
were it not so Insulting, Religion Dispatches
http://religiondispatches.org/
vatican-council-on-women-would-be-funny-
were-it-not-so-insulting/ 

5 Daily Mail UK
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
2934415/New-Vatican-women-s-initiative-runs-
immediate-storm-criticism-video-starring-sexy-
blonde.html

6 “The Progressive Pope Has a Blind Spot,”
http://www.thedailybeast.com/
articles/2015/02/03/the-progressive-
pope-has-a-blind-spot.html

7 See Marinella Perroni’s YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Sh01uitdrwM

8 We are Church Ireland, “Outrage at Vatican’s
choice of image” http://wearechurchireland.ie/
outrage-at-vaticans-choice-of-image/

9 Vatican Council on Women (ref. 4).
10 Outline Document http://www.cultura.va/

content/cultura/en/plenarie/2015-women/
outline.html

Women’s Cultures...continued from page 17

Interfaith Feminists Joined Together to Challenge Gender
Discrimination in Religion on International Women’s Day 
Women of faith marked International Women’s Day on Sunday March 8, 2015 by joining together in a global, interfaith fast and
social media campaign (#EqualinFaith) for gender justice and the equality of women in their faith communities. The day-long
fast and social media campaign culminated in interfaith prayer services and regional gatherings more than 20 cities across 4 con-
tinents. Local groups debuted a video compilation of photographs from dozens of advocates around the world holding “I am
Equal in Faith” signs and banners.

Equal in Faith organizers embraced the official theme of International Women’s Day 2015, “Make it Happen,” as a call for all
people of faith to stand with women everywhere in the struggle for equality. 

“When women are denied equitable leadership positions in their faith, it is part of a larger culture of sexism that not only
silences women’s vocations and voices, but implicitly gives permission to the rest of the world to discriminate against women,”
stated Kate McElwee.  

“Equality shouldn’t stop at the doors of our churches, synagogues or mosques,” asserted Lorie Winder. “We refuse to tolerate
discrimination against women in our secular institutions.  Why, then, do we accept it in our religious institutions?  Since religion
significantly impacts the broader culture, the marginalization of women in our faith communities affects all of us.”

Equal in Faith organizers include representatives from Ordain Women (Mormon), the Women’s Ordination Conference (Roman
Catholic), and Ordain Women Now (Lutheran Church Missouri Synod). Launched on U.S. National Women’s Equality Day in
2013, we call attention to the marginalization of women in faith communities and foster solidarity across faith traditions in the
struggle for gender justice in religion. For more information see www.equalinfaith.org.
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Join WOC

Like what you read?  Join WOC today — 
Women’s Ordination Conference Membership Form

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________ State __________________________________Zip __________________

Day Phone ______________________________________________Evening Phone ____________________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Type of Membership
Individual: � $45 Regular ($25 Student/Limited Income) � $50 International (USD)

I am also enclosing an additional gift of: � $20   � $35    � $50   � $75  � $100  � $250   Other $__________ 

I am paying by: � Check (payable to WOC)    � Credit Card     � US Money Order 

Card: � Visa      � MasterCard

Credit Card #  ____________________________________Exp. Date __________________ Security Code ________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________

I am called to ordination. � Yes     � No     � Maybe       � I have included names and addresses of friends who might be interested in WOC.
� I am in my 20’s or 30’s and would like information about Young Feminist Network. 

Can we trade your name with other church organizations for use in direct mail campaigns?    � Yes     � No
Can we give your name and contact information to WOC members in your area who are trying to do grassroots organizing?*    � Yes    � No

* Only requests from WOC members and donors are honored. In addition, the data will be limited to a  reasonable geographic region solely for the purpose of local organizing.

Become a Member of our Monthly Pledge Program
Instead of sending my membership dues in one payment, I would like to provide WOC with
steady and reliable income to further its work by making monthly donations:
� $10/month      � $25/month     � $50/month      � $100/month     � $_____ monthly

Payment Options
� Automatic Bank Withdrawal (I am sending an endorsed and voided check)* 

Consider Automatic Bank Withdrawal!  This payment option saves WOC time and 
credit card fees, allowing us to put your entire donation to its most efficient use.*

� Credit Card (Charge my credit card every month). Only Visa and MasterCard are accepted.
I authorize WOC to initiate payment each month from my credit card or checking account:   
___________________________________________  (Signature and Date)

* This payment option saves WOC time and credit card fees 
Contributions to WOC are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Send to:
Women’s Ordination Conference
P.O. Box 15057
Washington, DC 20003

Make checks payable to WOC

Go Green
with WOC

In our continuing efforts to keep things digital and dematerialized whenever possible,
WOC offers our members the option to download New Women, New Church directly from
our website.  
If you are an active member, you can get your username and password to 
log into our “For Members Only” section on our new website by emailing 
ehanna@ womensordination.org and note in the subject: “Go Green.”  You can 
also receive membership notices and donation acknowledgements electronically.
If you’re not a member, see page 15 for a membership form.
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WOC Merchandise
Mommy for Pope – New
Baby onsies.... $10

Buttons
Great for raising awarenesss.  Choose from “Ordain
Women” Item Bt1 or “Priestly People Come in All
Genders” Item Bt2
$2 each

Quantity Item # Description T   Shirt Size:
S, M, L, XL, XXL

Color: Pink,
Black or Purple

Price Total

“Mommy for Pope” Baby onsies $10 $
Bt1 “Ordain Women” button $2 $
Bt2 “Priestly People Come in All Genders” button $2 $
S1 Liturgical Purple Stoles $45 $

Shipping and Handling $3.00
Merchandise Total $

To view WOC’s merchandise online, visit www.womensordination.org under “WOC Store”
To place your order, call (202) 675-1006, email woc@womensordination.org, or visit our website to print an order form. 

Standard shipping and handling costs ($3 for most orders) are not included in the listed prices. 
Allow up to three weeks for delivery.

Payment Information
� Check  � Visa   � Mastercard   Name on card: _________________________________________________________________

Card No: ____________________________________________________________ Exp Date:________ 3-Digit Security Code:________

Phone:_____________________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________________________

Give the gift of women’s leadership 
in the church this Christmas
Gift membership $45.00 *denotes required field

Recipient’s name* __________________________________________

Recipient’s address* ________________________________________

________________________________________________________

City* ____________________________________________________

State*________________________ ZIP*________________________

Email ____________________________________________________

Phone____________________________________________________

Message: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Liturgical Purple Stoles – New 
Long Purple Pastoral Stoles handmade by Grupo Mana, a group of women who
live in the outskirts of Lima and with their sewing cooperative support their fami-
lies. This Fair Trade product is made of the versatile manta cloth, traditionally
used by indigenous women to carry their children on
their backs, and is reversible, washable, and doesn’t
fade or shrink.  $45
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